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PREFACE. 



The following letters were all addressed 
to real characters, well known to the 
writer ; and the various sentiments as- 
cribed to some of them, are such as they ' 
have actually expressed. It is presumed 
that similar characters are to be found in 
almost every social cir-de ; and it is there- 
fore hoped, that, by the Divine blessing, 
those admonitions, which were considered 
suitable to individuals^ may be generally 
useful to the classes the^y represent. 
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LETTER L 

TO A YOUNG PERSON, WHO PREFERS EVANGE- 
LICAL PREACHING, BUT WHO EXPRESSES AN 
OPINION OP SERMONS AND OF PREACHERS 

with levity and unconcern. 

My dear William, 

I WAS much gratified by your request 
that I should write to you ; not only 
because I viewed it as a proof of your 
confidence and afiection, but because it 
gives me an opportunity of expressing the 
deep interest I feel in your spiritual wel- 
fare. And I am sure you will bear with 

B 
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the language of reproof. 

I am happy to find, that in 
residence you enjoy the adv 
attending an evangelical ministi 
pleased, too, to think, that this 
own choice ; and that you coi 
like the preacher, under whose im 
you are thus placed. Yet I ci 
satisfied with this, pleasing as 
long to see you love the truth, ai 
listen to it with attention. This 
may perhaps surprise you. But 
my dear William, I have ofte 
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LETTER I. 3 

discovered this, or what right I have to say 
so ? Instead, however, of answering that 
question, let me beg of you seriously to ask 
yourself whether or not you ever hear ser- 
mons as being pointedly addressed to you, 
and relating to matters in which you are 
personally interested ? When it is stated^ 
that " all htfve sinned," do you feel that 
ycu are a sinner ? When the threatenings> 
of God's law are denounced, do you con* 
sider that they are levelled against you f 
And when the way of salvation is de- 
scribed, do you listen to it as a develop- 
ment of God's most wonderful love and 
mercy to yourself individually ? Did you 
ever go to His house, for an answer to that 
momentous inquiry, " What must I do to 
be saved ? " and did you ever rejoice in the 
plain and simple declaration,'* Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thoushalt be saved?" 

B 2 
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Now, do not smile, and say you really 
cannot answer sucli questions, or see 
that they are necessary. The Saviour 
commanded his gospel to be preached 
to "every creature" — then surely it is a 
message to you. What is it that forma 
the very substance of that message F Is 
it not a revelation of mercy'to the guilty 
and the perishing? And unless you re- 
ceive it with self-application, what meaning 
can you attach to it ; or what good reason 
can you give for spending time in hearing 
it? If it were a description of some 
distant planet, or the history of a race of 
Ijeings distinct from our species, then you 
might he at liberty to listen with indiffer- 
ence, and to make your remarks on the 
discourse with levity and unconcern. Bat 
such u not the case — " to yoa is the word 
of this salvation sent ;" and you must in 
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your own person, and in your own expe- 
rience, realise its truth, either in its threat- 
enings or its promises. Now, I anticipate 
your reply. You are ready to say, " Can 
you suppose me so ahsurd as to deny what 
you have stated ? I admit aU that you 
can adduce on the subject ; why then be 
so very serious and urgent about it ? " But 
s^ain I ask. What practical result have 
these admissions produced? You are 
familiar with the Scripture delineations of 
the Christian character — that character as 
formed by a belief of the gospel — does 
-yours bear any resemblance to it? Is 
there a dread of sin, an abstaining from the 
appearance of evil, a preference of things 
that are spiritual and eternal ? You never 
pretended to any of these dispositions ; and 
you are so conscious of this, that such 
questions almost appear as if meant to 
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insult you. But remember, your being frc 
from bypocrisy does not free you froi 
the charge of inconsistency. I have heai 
you speak warmly in commendation of 
preacher, whose manner showed him to I 
earnestly concerned for the salvation < 
his hearers. But how quickly have yc 
changed the subject, when it was hinte 
that all would be unavailing, unless the 
were in earnest for themselves ! Yc 

thought that Mr. spoke beautiful] 

on the glories of the inheritance in heave 
and the folly of those who prefer tl: 
perishing enjoyments of earth ; yet tl: 
very next day you were as ready as ev< 
to attend a card-party ; and the pursuit ( 
pleasure, in one form or other, fully occi 
pied the week. 

How differently you would feel, if yc 
were assured that you had heard the la 
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sermon, and spent the last sabbath allotted 
to you on earth ! You hope the time is 
yet far distant when this shall really be 
your situation. But how can you venture 
to presume on such an entire uncertainty? 
Or, even were life secured to you for a 
definite period, do you not tremble to think 
of trifling with your Maker's displeasure, 
by refusing to seek his mercy at the time 
which himself has prescribed? For, as 
you well know, " Now is the accepted 
time ; behold, now is the day of salvation." 
But I must not prolong the subject at 
present. Only permit me, in closing, to 
beg your serious attention to what I have 
written ; and particularly that you will 
endeavour, at least for a few moments, to 
realise the fact, that you individually are 
included in that solemn declaration, " He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 



LETTER II. 
to the same. 

My dear William, 

You were right in supposing, that I 
wished for a candid and ingenuous expres- 
sion of your sentiments, in reply to my 
last letter. And I love you all the better 
for writing to me so freely. You will be- 
lieve, however, that I was deeply grieved 
to find my fears respecting you more thaT^ 
confirmed. You acknowledge that yot^ 
have no sincere and earnest desire aft^'ic 
the blessings of salvation ; and this beinS 
the case, you ask if I think there is wr^^ 
encouragement to hope that you will eve^ 



^s,y,o iir iinpiy f 

That though the Bible is a revelation from 

jrod, who cannot lie, you treat it as if it 

^ere only a fable ; that confessing yourself 

sinner, under the sentence of eternal 

3ath, you have no wish to be delivered 

)m that sentence ; and that the Redeemer 

came incarnate, suffered, bled, and died, 

an object which you deem unworthy 

one moment's anxious concern. Do 

for once to collect your thoughts, and 

berately consider what are the awful 

IS with which you trifle. That " the 

h of God abideth on you," and waits 
the i*Aoot»#! — *• 
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ther unable to secure his approbation ; 
not one thing can you accomplish from 
which his holy eye does not turn away 
with abhorrence; and into his presence, 
where b "fulness of joy," you cannot 
possibly enter. Beware how you un- 
dervalue his favour, or fancy yourself 
happy without it. There is a fearful de- 
nunciation against him who saith, I shall 
have peace, though I walk in the imaginap- 
tion of my own heart, Jer. xxiii. 17. 

But if it really ^ves you no concern to 
be in a state of warfare with your Maker, 
think again how differently he views the 
matter. To make reconciliation for the 
guilty, to reconcile you to himself, he sent 
his beloved Son into the world, and " laid 
upon him the iniquity of us all.** If your 
own situation does not distress you, surely 
you should bearoused to earnest and anxious 
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inquiry, by the immense amount of what 
he sacrificed for your deliverance. Can 
you hear that his " soul was exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death ;" that " it 
pleased the Lord to bruise him ; he put 
him to grief," so that he exclaimed, " My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?" — can you contemplate all this, as 
accomplished to procure for you the pos- 
sibility of escape from the very state in 
which you at this moment are, and yet be 
content to remain in it ? " How shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation V* 
" Hereafter shall you see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven,** and his 
coming shall be "in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.** 

But how vividly can I recall the good- 
humoured smile of perfect indifference^ 
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with which you have often met my efforts 
to press these subjects on your attention ! 
And I can ima^ne you now, with such a 
smile, ready to lay this letter down, and 
saying, ** Why is my friend so very serious 
with me ? What am I doing, that is not 
done by multitudes around me ? If you 
examine the hearers of the gospel thus 
closely, how few will be found who take 
these things to heart any more than my- 
self!" You have more than once hinted 
to me in conversation, that you scarcely 
believed the reality of those deep feelings 
and impressions which a few do profess 
to have experienced. I might point you 
to some, with whose uprightness and con- 
sistency you are too well acquainted, to 
cherish such doubts respecting them for a 
moment. I have, however, no inclination 
to argue this matter with you. I would 
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rather eamestly exhort you to believe the 
truth for yourself ; and thus prove in your 
own happy experience, that real religion 
is attainable, and does exist in the present 
day, as well as when the word preached 
by apostles came with " demonstration of 
the Spirit, and with much assurance," to 
those who heard it. 

But I am chiefly anxious to fix your 
mind on that one point referred to in my 
former letter, namely, your individual re- 
sponsibility for the manner in which you 
receive the gospel. I believe one reason 
why all are so apt to lose sight of this is, 
that the gospel is publicly preached ; its 
ministers are bound to address all who will 
hear them ; and, in doing so, they cannot 
name any individuals, or direct their dis- 
course singly to each. Yet you have often 
heard a preacher describe your own cha- 
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racter ; and make such pointed appeals to 
your conscience, as you would have found 
it very difficult to evade had he heen 
speaking to you alone, in a private room. 
But you have (imperceptibly it may be) 
divided the weight of lys arguments, by 
the number of your fellow-worshippers, 
and sheltered yourself from conviction 
amidst the crowd that surrounded you. 
Remember, however, that if it be true, the 
sermon did not concern you more than 
others, it concerned you quite as much. 
And it -is worthy of consideration, that 
while the Saviour commissioned his 
apostles to offer salvation to all, the very 
words of his commission imply, that each 
sinner must receive the offer for himself. 
** He that beUeveth and is baptbed shall be 
saved." See also other passages of the 
New Testament, particularly Luke viii. 18. 
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I om persuaded yi>u would not attempt 
to defend in theory the fallacy to which 1 
have adverted ; though in practice I fear 
you have too often admitted it. But how 
will it appear in the hour of death, or 
at the judgment-seat of Christ? Under 
the care of affectionate parents, life has 
hitherto passed easily with joo. You 
have seldom been called to think or act 
tor yourself, in matters of any importance. 
But you must die fur yourself. You can 
leave your pew, and walk away from the 
house of God to neutralize or to banish 
every serious thought ; but you will not 
be able to rise from a dying bed, or to 
turn aside the sting of death. When it 
obtains permission to strike, it will single 
you out from the greatest multitude. It 
is true you will again find yourself in a 
vast assembly, and in the company it may 



be of those very persons wliuac presence 
formerly aerved to shield you from tiie 
arrows of conviction. But will you on 
that account pass unnoticed then ? Or 
will the sentence &11 less heavily on you, 
because so many are involred in it? 
Will it be any consolation to reflect, that 
you followed the prevailing fashion ? Or 
will you say, as you do of seroions now, 
that the words you hear belong to you 
no moro than to others ? Remember, it 
may BtiU be sud to every servant of 
CSuiat, who faithfully declares hia word, 
" He that heareth you heareth me ; and 
he that deapiseth you despiseth me ; and 
he that despiseth me despiseth him that 
•ent me." " See that ye refuse not Him 
that speaketb. For if they escaped not 
who refiued him that spake on earth, much 
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CIRCUHETANCBS, 



Mt dear M&bt, 

I WAB diinking the other day, of that 
inteiesting passage in Mark, respecting the 
young ruler who came to Jesus. And it 
so forcibly remmded me of you, that I can- 
not help telling you some of the thoughts 
which it su^ested. The youth was so 
blameless in his character, and so engaging 
in his behaviour, that the Saviour himself 
(alive to every tender susceptibility of hu- 
man nature) loved him when he beheld 
c 2 
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And when in the progress of the 
the Kyine Lawgiver repested 
some of his own commands, he could with 
truth reply, " All these have 1 observed 
from my youth.' Could not my dear 
Mary aay the same ? And are you not 
ready to add, litewiae, the very quesBon 
which occurred to hira, " What lack I yet?" 
We may suppose that one so amiable bod 
a circle of attached and admiring Mends, 
who, if the question had been aaied of them, 
would at once have answered, " What I 
he who exemplifies every youthful viitne, 

id possesses every comfort which an in- 
dulgent Providence can bestow — surely he 
lacks nothing I' Not only have you friends 
who would say bo of }/ou, but you can 
appeal also to tAdr example. They are 

walking according to the course of this 
w<^d," pursuing its gains and pleasures. 
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giving it the chief share of their time and 
attention, and the whole of their hearts ; 
and you can ask in your turn, " What 
do th^ lack? Are they not respected, 
and prosperous, and happy? And why 
should I wish to tread in a different 
path ? What reason have I to be dis- 
turbed, while they are so perfectly easy?** 
And yet amidst this apparent satisfac- 
tion, is there not among you all an un- 
derstood acknowledgment, that you are 
not exactly living as you would wish to 
die ? Are you not ready to admit, that 
the frame of mind, and the habits of action 
which are now fieuniliar to you, would be 
somewhat unsuitable, if you were assured 
that a month, or six months, would be the 
term of your continuance here ? I know 
your answer would be in the affirmative : 
then let me ask again, what is it that 



served the relative duties ot me, •• tne. 
and great commandment of the law ' 
been, and is still neglected? You 
well aware that this command incl 
supreme affection, and unreserved devc 
ness of the heart, *' that whether yoi 
or drink, or whatsoever you do, you sh 
do all to the glory of God." Now, to 
entire consecration of yourself to him, 
make no pretension. I am sure you 
not deny that this, and nothing less 
this, is his due. Yet even while your 
ward conduct is in strict accordance 
some of his riehteous statutes, " God i 
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I5 parents, and brothers, and sisters, and 

^e friends, the natural bent of an amiable dis- 

\y. position, inclines you to ** whatsoever is 

.^ lovely and of good report ;" but in all this 

115 ** th^re is no fear of Got/ before your eyes." 

^ You come, it is true, " as his people come, 

^ and sit before him as his people sit," once, 

L and sometimes twice, on his holy sabbath ; 

but the remsdnder of the day is spent in 

" doing your own ways, finding your own 

pleasure, and speaking your own words." 

And as to the proportion of your thoughts, 

or your conversation, given to hb word 

through the week, I believe you could 

mention none. ^* Will a man rob God ? 

yet ye have robbed me," is the charge 

which he himself brings against you. 

And though he graciously delays the 

actual expression of his displeasure, surely 

the " wrath to come " is too terrible to be 



trifled with. To be easy and satislied, 
while already it " abideth on fou," plainly 
proves that you " fo^et God j" and you 
know that this forgetfulness incurs the 
same condemnation as the most glaring 
wickedness. See Psalm ix. 1 7. 

But, as a hearer of tlie gospel, you have 
peculiar reason for alarm. For what is 
the gospel which you hear? What else 
is it but a declaration of Divine love ? 
And how is this love described ? Not 
merely by informing you that luve is the 
very essence of God'a character ; not 
merely by assuring you that he " hath no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked." It 
shows you the love of the Great Invisible 
imbodied in human nature ; it shows you 
Divine love, adapted to all the occasions 
of life, which are familiar to yourself ; and 
diawn forth ui the most tender compassion 
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for all the sufferings to which you are 
liable. It tells you of One who " himself 
took our infirmities, and bore our sick- 
nesses; a Man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief;" describes his life of incessant 
toil, and his death of ignominious agony. 
And for what purpose are these things 
preached in your hearing ? Is it only as 
a history of scenes long since passed away, 
deeply interesting in themselves, but of 
no immediate interest to you ? Ah I you 
could tell me that this is far beneath their 
meaning and design. When the infant of 
Bethlehem appeared in the world, " to you 
was bom in the city of David a Savioiir ;** 
while in '* the form of a servant," he mag- 
nified " the law, and made it honourable ;" 
it was to prepare a robe of righteousness, 
which might cover you — every miracle he 
wrought, every work of mercy he performed. 




blood, even the forgiveness of you 
In each pang that he endured, in 
circumstance of humiliation, in ev( 
of mockery that imbittered those sc 
you see the demerit of your gui] 
nature. of that condemnation in whic 
mu8t have perished. 

And then, besides your own mome 
interest in these wondrous realities, s 
the great Sufferer himself is worthy of 
most devout admiration. To think < 
native dignity, and the degradatio 
which he stooped — ^to consider his p 
over all #»roo *•»•>»•' — ' 



LETTER III. 27 

It lus sufferings, and the perfect readiness 
ith which he at the same time met their 
pproach — what must that heart be which 
an resist such claims? You never yet 
mtnessed human sutTering, but you wished 
lcrt*lieveiti youneverreceived a kindness, 
but your bosom glowed with kindness in 
return ; and yet the greatest sufferings ever 
endured on earth, and that "love which 
paaseth knowledge," have failed to awaken 
one response of grateful emotion. Your 
heavenly Benefactor is " daily loading you 
"(rith benefits," but Jesus Christ was "his 
un^peohabU gift." He introduced him to 
the world, as his " beloved Son, in whom 
he was well pleased." We need not 
therefore be surprised to hear an inspired 
sposlle say, " If any man love not the 
Lord. Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema 
Hu&n-atha." These words, as you know. 
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are a denunciation of the heaviest curse 
that can fall upon a sinner. Are you not 
shocked at your own presumption, in 
smiling insecurity, while words so solemn 
are witnesses against you ? Can you bear 
to think of daily seeking satisfaction in Itie 
lesser gifts of Jehovah's hand, while you 
are rejecting the best of all, even his "Elect 
in whom his soul delighteth?" 

Consider these things, I pray you ; 
ponder them in yoiur inmost soul, and be 
not misled by the maxims or the ex- 
ample of others, should they be your 
nearest and dearest friends. Honestly an- 
swer this question, "What is it that prevents 
me from being a real Christian ?" To re- 
vert to the case of the young ruler, " he 
went away sorrowful," because Jesus asked 
him to part with his earthly possessions. 
But no such demand is made on you. 



LETTER III. 29 

There is not one temporal comfort, not 
one real pleasure, which he calls you to 
give up. In one sense, I adroit, he asks 
your all ; but his first request is for your 
heart — the supreme place in your affec- 
tions. Were this yielded, no other offering 
would seem too costly, nor any extent of 
obedience too strict. You know how love 
sweetens duty in relative life ; and you 
grant at once that the warmest glow of 
affection is not too much to render to the 
claims of Jesus the Saviour. Reason and 
conscience make this admission ; but still 
the heart is withheld. Again I beg of you, 
ask yourself, with full determination to 
give an honest answer, ** What is it that I 
prefer to Christ ?" Be not content with 
revolving the question in your mind, but 
deliberately attempt to write down, the 
objects or pursuits that you prefer to him. 
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You would shudder at the thought of 

making such a catalogue, even though 
it were meant for no eye but your own. 
And yet it is a. fact, that you are actaaUy 
giving the prefereace to objects and pur- 
suits which you daie not on paper put in 
comparison with him. Only yield to your 
own convictions, and you will speedily &id 
that wisdom's " waya are ways of pleasant- 
ness.;' only take Christ's yoke upon you 
and leam of him, and you will experience 
that his yolte is easy, and his hurden is 
light, Matt, xi, 29, 30. 

Be assured, that in thus admonishing 
you, I am actuated by the kindest feelings. 
I long to see you, in the fullest sense of 
the words, safe and liappy. But let rae 
solemnly remind you, in the words of one 
who eminently laboured for the salvation 
of souls, that " the billaws of eternal wrath 
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e rolling under your feet." To indulge in 
ise and mirth, while such is your situap 
)n, is nothing less than absolute folly, 
id daring impiety. Let me have the 
easure of seeing you cheerful on good 
xnmds, and then your smiling counte- 
uice will no longer occasion grief to the 
sart of 

Your affectionate friend, &c. 
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TO A Y()UN(J LADY WHO IS WILLING TO LISTE 
TO THE ADVICE OF PIOUS FRIENDS, BUT WH« 
STILL CONTINUES TO PURSUE THE GAIKTIE! 
OF PASUIONABLB LIFE. 

Mt DEAIt TOUNG FeIEND, 

Though it is so long since you heard 
from me, you must not suppose that I have 
forgotten you. I have been watching your 
progress, so far as I am able to observe it ; 
md it ^ves me pleasiire to know, that a 
etter on the most serious of all subjects 
vill be kindly received. I said I had 
matched your pr oar ess — w«a f>iof « «^— -*^ 
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readiness with which you listened to 
friendly admonition, even when it con- 
demned you. I hoped you were " not far 
from the kingdom of God," — do I behold 
you any nearer to it now ? I presume 
not to answer the question. But alas I 
my friend, how little does it avail to be 
within a single step of the narrow way, if 
that step is not actually taken. '* He that 
is not with me, is against me," says the 
Maker of that way. But I believe it is 
quite unnecessary to argue this point with 
you, for you at once concede it. Not 
your conscience only, but your saddened 
heart admits it to be true, that ** no man 
can serve two masters." You have often 
made the unsuccessful attempt : you know 
full well the ceaseless, sickening strife. 
There are many other texts of Scripture, 
with whose meaning you are equally 
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familinr. Nu preacher could delineate 
half im vividl; aa experience has taught it 
to you, that " even in laughter the heart 
is sorrowful, and the end of that miith is 
heaviness.' And amidst the conflicting 
currents of duly, and of long-cherished 
habit and inclination, you can sigh a deep 
response to the apostolic statement — " He 
that WBvereth is like a wave of the sea 
driven with the wind and tossed." Many a 
wistful look you have cast at those who 
have " an anchor to their souls, both ante 
and stedfast." You see them far removed 
from the whirl in which yoii are plunged ; 
and you exclaim, " Oh that I had wings 
Ukeadove! for then would I fly away.and 



But how did thru find rest? Where it 
it to be found, except in the good old 
way, expressly appointed for " the weary 
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and the heavy-laden?" Ah, you know 
that too ; but if you go to Jesus for rest, 
you must " come out from among unbe- 
lievers, and be separate, saith the Lord.** 
You say, " How is it possible that I can 
refuse the kindness of so many friends ? 
how can I withdraw from the social circle 
in which I have moved so long? how can 
I answer the multiplied inquiries, which 
such a course would awaken, or endure 
the sarcasms which would be cast upon 
me ? How could I bear neglect, perhaps 
contempt, from those who used to wel- 
come and caress me ? where could I find 
Christian society, suited to my rank and 
situation? and how cheerless would life 
be, if I must be doomed at once to singu- 
larity and to solitude I If I could change 
my residence ; if I could gain an intro- 
duction in some new and distant neigh- 
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associations, I might become a i 
Him whose ' kingdom is not of 1 
But in present circumstances 
be." 

But stay, my friend, who i 
weary to come to him for rest ; 
limit his invitation to the infin 
lected, or the poor ? Was thei 
of fashion, of gaiety, or of affluc 
case he overlooked ; or who m 
entangled in the world's silken 
the invitation could not posi 
cepted ? You cannot say so 
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ments of indecision and disappointment, 
when you feel as if you would give your 
all to be able to say, " The snare is broken, 
and I am escaped: my heart is fixed?" 
You believe there is such a thing as " the 
peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing** — ^would not one hour's enjoy- 
ment of such a blessing repay you for the 
most painful effort ? " There is no man that 
hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or 
wife, or children, for the kingdom of God*s 
sake, who shall not receive manifold more 
in this present time, and in the world to 
come life everlasting.** Yes, even the 
sweets of friendship you might hope for ; 
and friendship of a higher order, and 
more sacred character, than that which you 
are accustomed to designate as such. In 
your sober judgment, you esteem the 
people of God as *' the excellent of the 
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earth ;" you could then say, "I am a 
companion of all them that fear thee," end 
you would find that the intelligence and 
rcflnement which axe go indispensable to 
pleasant intercourse, are not confined to 
the circles of dissipation and folly. You 
could besides console yourself with the 
sanction of the most illustrious examples. 
Noah braved the mocliery of a whole un- 
godly world. Moses, surrounded from 
childhood with all the blandishments of 
royal splendour, became an exile and a 
fugitive, rather than participate in " the 
pleasures of sin." Saul of Tarsus, accom- 
plished as he was, and distinguished above 
many, became " as the filth of the earth, 
and the oiFscouring of all things ; a spec- 
tacle unto the world, and to angels, and to 
men." And you know of many others, m 
more recent times, who had obstacles quite 
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as formidable, and of the very same kind, 
too, as are before yourself. But how do you 
know that the decided step of which we are 
speaking, would really cut you off from 
all your present associates ? You cannot 
tell what effect might be produced by your 
example on some mind which is perhaps as 
much a stranger to happiness as your own. 
If you summon resolution to break one 
link of the chun, you render it easier for 
another to get free. And what a delight- 
ful contrast between the heartless frivolities 
of mere fashionable life, and the interchange 
of mutual sympathies, the encouragement 
of rational and noble purposes, in overcom- 
ing difficulties common and deeply inte- 
resting to both ! You would secure the 
heartfelt respect even of those who might 
join the ^ddy laugh against you. Above 
aU, you would be able to anticipate with 
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delight, the time when " nvhosoever shall 
have confessed Christ before men, him will 
he also confess before his Father who is in 
heaven." However impenetrable, then, 
may seem the hedge which the objects of 
time and sense have thrown around you, re- 
member that " all these things shall be dis- 
solved." And when you shrink from the 
thought of encountering the supercilious 
looks of your most dreaded opposers, 
think how their countenances will be 
altered, when the brave and the gay shall 
say " to the mountains and rocks, Fall on 
us, and hide us from the face of Him that 
sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb." How fain will they be, 
then, to change places, if it were possible, 
with the objects of their most unsparing 
ridicule ! Surely " the honour that cometh 
from men " will be dearly purchased, by 
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the endurance of *' shame and everlasting 
contempt." And if you make this admis- 
sion, take care how you trifle with it ; for 
while you are " halting between two opi- 
nions," death may stamp your present and 
actual choice with the unchanging seal of 
eternity. 

But the Saviour does not only offer you 
happiness, he demands your supreme 
regard, and justly claims your decided 
obedience. This, after all, is the most 
solemn and important view of the matter. 
The intrinsic preciousness of your soul 
makes it folly unspeakable to risk its loss^ 
But who can estimate the guilt of losing 
what He laid down His life to redeem? 
•* How shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great salvation ? " How shall you answer 
it to Him who was scourged, and mocked, 
and crucified for sinners, if you dare not 




. '.I 



42 



FRIENDLY COUNSELS. 



• t 









incur a few reproachful words or unplea- 
sant feelings, in accepting that eternal life 
which He thus dearly procured ! Ah, my 
friend, notwithstanding "the vexation of 
spirit" you have found in the world, you 
still prefer it to him. For your sake He 
was despised and rejected of men, a man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief ; and 
you hide as it were your face from Him ; 
He is despised, and you esteem Him not, 
Isa. liii. 3. Startle not at this assertion, 
for here there can he no neutral ground. 
The grand secret of all your hesitation is 
insensibility to the matchless sufferings of 
the Saviour. " Though He was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, that you 
through His poverty might be made rich." 
He laid aside the glories of a heavenly 
throne. He incurred not neglect only 
from the thoughtless and the proud, but 
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actually endured the disgrace and con- 
tumely of a malefactor. ** Though He 
knew no sin, yet He was made a sin-offering 
for us,** in the fullest sense of the term. 
" For the bodies of those beasts whose 
blood is brought into the sanctuary for 
sin, are burned without the camp ; where- 
fore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the 
people with his own blood, suffered without 
the gate. Let us go forth, therefore, unto 
Him without the camp, bearing his re- 
proach." Consider the purpose of His 
appearance at the place of common execu- 
tion, and say if the apostle's inference is 
any thing more than reasonable ! " Behold 
the man," wearing the crown of thorns, 
bearing His cross — and does any cross 
await you in following Him, which you 
will still refuse to bear? I urge the 
question no farther ; for I can picture the 
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bluih of crimson that arises at the bare 
mention of such a comparison. 

What, then, are you to do ? Are not 
the real dishonour, and meanness, and 
disgrace to be found in thi^t Tery con- 
fonnily to the worid which you are so 
loth to give up ? O, then, throw your- 
self at your injured Sariour's feet. Con- 
fess the evil of that heart that could resist 
his love. Ask the promised aid of Him, 
whose offioe is to glorify Jesus, to receive 
of His, and to show it unto His people. 
" For every one that asketh receiveth ; 
and he that seeketh findeth ; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be opened." If 
once you behold " His glory, the glory aa 
of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth," you will " count all things 
but loss, that you may win Chrisl." The 
Pearl of great price is still to be found — 
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the hidden treasure still awaits your 
earnest, prayerful search. One glimpse of 
its resplendent brightness would instantly 
determine your choice. See Matt. xiii. 
44 — 46. But delay no longer. " Strive 
to enter in at the strait gate : for many, I 
say unto you, will seek to enter in, and 
shall not be able." If you would not be 
then found among that unhappy throng, 
dare to be singular now. And that the 
Lord may enable you to do so, is the 
earnest prayer of, 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER V. 

TO ONE WHO OPENLY PROFESSES CONTEMPT FOR 

serious religion. 

Dear Sir, 

I APPROACH you with all the trepidation 
natural to one who is conscious of being 
an unwelcome visitor. Such I know I 
should be, were I personally to introduce 
a conversation with you on the subject of 
the. following letter. So often, and so 
decidedly, have you expressed your aver- 
sion to that subject, and declared your 
determination to avoid any reference 
to it, that you would deem it a lowering 
of the dignity of your character — an utter 
breach of consistency — a renunciation of 
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your well-known and favourite sentiments, 
to listen for one moment to such an 
address. I am perfectly aware of this, 
and I venture not on such a course. I 
come not before you, in the presence of 
your habitual companions, to draw upon 
you their looks of disappointment or sur- 
prbe. This silent messenger approaches 
you, in secret and alone ; and however 
distasteful the message, I believe you will 
do me the justice to allow, that your good 
is the only object for which I send it. 
Admitting this, then, will you bear with 
me for a few moments, remembering that 
no eye beholds your present engagement 
but that One from which nothing is con- 
cealed. 

" But what," you are disposed to ask, 
" is the use of all this ? Why repeat to 
me what I know so well already? If 




true, my friend, this is a short and 
summary of the truths which I v 
present to your notice. You have 1 
to these, certainly, but were you 
" Have you felt their importance 
they engaged your serious attentioi 
your hearing them produced any pi 
result? " Were such questions askc 
would smile at the individual wh 
either so presumptuous, or so utterl 
rant of you, as to require an answer, 
efforts to resist every degree of impi 
from the most solemn subjects hav< 
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^rtaining any opposite feelings as alto- 
gether incongruous and absurd. Pardon 
ne if I mistake, but supposing this to be a 
Tue description, may I ask, if it is a 
stional conclusion to which you have 
some. You admit, that as a creature Oj 
Grod, he has a right to lay his commands 
ipon you. You acknowledge the Bible 
be a revelation from Him. It is 
Idressed to sinful, mortal beings ; and 
m neither deny mortality nor sinfulness 
your own case. What reason, then, can 
1 give why truths so addressed are not 
*each you f If truths they are, does 
r determination to repel them at all 
nish their certainty, or weaken their 
Drity ? " Except ye repent, ye shall 
lewise perish :" will it form any ex« 
»n to this universal law, that it was 
cording to your turn of mind to yield 
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obedience ? " He that* believeth on the 
Son hath everlasting life : and he that 
believeth not the Son shall not see life ; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him " — 
" shall your unbelief make the faith of 
God without effect ? God forbid : yea, 
let God be true, but every man a liar." 
Consider and deliberate, then, on what is 
implied in your professed determination 
to resist the appeals of scriptural warning 

and entreaty. It implies not only that 
you are content to remain without the 
Divine favour , but that you are willing to 
brave the utmost vengeance of Omnipo- 
tence. This has become so fearfully 
habitual to you, that you find it perfectly 
easy to maintain the ground you occupy. 
But God "commandeth all men every 
where to repent : because He hath ap- 
pointed a day, in the which He will judge 
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the world in righteousness by that Man 
whom He hath ordained." Change the 
scene, then, and "can thine heart endure, or 
can thine hands be strongs in the day when 
He shall deal with thee?" Will these 
cherished habits of thinking enable you to 
withstand the panic-striking countenance 
from which heaven and earth themselves 
shall flee away ? Do you expect that this 
armour of your own making will give 
you confidence to stand unmoved, when 
the mighty and the noble shall say " to 
the mountains. Fall on us, and to the hills, 
Cover us ? " Will it be any mitigation of 
** shame and everlasting contempt," that 
you held your purpose unshaken to the 
last? 

But laying argument aside, you are 
not happy, my friend. Be not in haste to 
affirm the contrary. Calmly allow yours<;lf 
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which he has so olten appiauuetuy 
know you are not happy. " The w. 
peace you have not known.* The ' 
of conscience cannot be always silei 
and when she does speak, you are wret 
O, surely you are not quite determin 
relinquish all hope of rest ; to " put s 
tion from you, and count yourself unw 
of everlasting life." Surely a happy < 
a heavenly mansion, a joyful resurre 
and an eternal inheritance, are not 
deliberately renounced. If you ha 
little regard for your own happin^s 
'i»«^;«a „,k* fda AvrtrpfiRinns of Divine 
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your own mercies." " God is long-suffering 
to usward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repent- 
ance." Are you really willing to defeat 
Hb most gracious purpose, for the sake of 
continuing impenitent ? ** Turn ye, turn ye, 
for why will ye die ? ** 

I am reluctant to conclude without 
entreating you to read these words of 
solemn warning, ** Beware, lest that come 
upon you which is spoken of in the 
prophets; Behold, ye despisers, and won- 
der, and perish." ** Hear the word of 
the Lord, ye scornful men. Because ye 
have said. We have made a covenant 
with death, and with hell are we at agree- 
ment ; when the overflowing scourge 
shall pass through, it shall not come 
unto us : for we have made lies our 
refuge, and under falsehood have we 
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hid ourselves. Judgment will I lay to 
the line, and righteausness to the plummet: 
and the hail shall sweep away the refuge 
of lies, and the waters shall overflow the 
hiding-place. And your covenant with 
death shall he disannulled, and yout 
agreement with hell shall not stand; when 
the overflowing scourge shall pass through, 
then ye shall be trodden down by it j 
therefore be yc not mockers, lest your 
bands be made strong," Isa. xsviii. 1 — 22. 
While yon reject the offered aid that could 
yet break these bands, you are not only rivet- 
ing them on your own soul, but you are con- 
tributing to fasten them on others. You 
surely are not ambitious to be distinguished 
as the " destroyer of much good." Yet, if 
you allow yourself to reflect, you cannot but 
see that this is your true character. The 
looks and the attitude of scornful apathy. 
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assumed in the sanctuary ; the pitiless 
sneer and sarcasm, cast on every thing 
approaching to sacredness; these things 
produce a twofold evil. They both " make 
the ^eart of the righteous sad, whom God 
hath not made sad ; and strengthen the 
hands of the wicked, that he should not 
return from his wicked way ; " and such 
effects, if disregarded by you, are marked 
with the severest threatenings of Divine 
displeasure. " Woe unto you who enter 
not into the kingdom of heaven yourselves, 
and them that were entering in ye 
hindered." He who uttered this denun- 
ciation, yet wept over the impenitent. 
After all your provocations he waits to be 
gracious to you. If his terrors then will 
not persuade, at least be moved by His 
tears. For if they fail to check your 
foolish laughter and daring mockery, the 
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time is coining when " He also will langh 
at your calamity, and mock nhen ;oui 
fear cometh." 

Accept this expres^on of my sincere 
DoDcem for your happiness, and believe 



Totus, &c. 



LETTER VI. 

TO A YOUNG LADY OP PECULIARLY AMIABLE 
CHARACTER, WHOSE RELIGIOUS PROFESSION 
HAS NEVER BEEN TRIED BY ANY CIRCUM- 
STANCES OF DIFFICULTY OR DISCOURAGEMENT. 

Dear Eleanor, 

I am truly happy to find that you are 
so favourably situated in regard to com- 
panions and acquaintances, and that you 
seem to encourage and assist each other 
in plans of benevolence and improvement. 
I feel interested in all you have told me 
of the^e, but now I want to know some- 
thing more particularly about yourself. 
You inay be surprised at my saying so, 
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but hitherto I have only known you as 
one of an amiable circle, and in feelings 
and pursuits almost identified with them. 
This is exceedingly pleasing ; indeed, I 
know not a more delightful spectacle, than 
a group of young and afiPectionate friends, 
blending their sympathies, and uniting 
their energies, in the works and exercises 
of piety. I have not forgotten the exqui- 
site pleasures of my own youthful days, 
derived from a similar source ; and yet the 
very recollection of these is associated 
with so much humbling experience of a 
deceitful heart, that I am compelled to 
•* rejoice with trembling " over such a 
scene. You will better understand what 
I mean, if for a moment you compare your 
situation with that of many other young 
persons. 

You are, I doubt not, acquamted with 
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an individual, whose companions, from 
childhood, have all been among the gay 
and the frivolous ; and who well knows 
that to become a Sunday-school teacher, 
or a tract distributor, would at once 
bring upon her all the jests, if not all 
the taunts, which their wit or ingenuity 
could furnish. If her anxiety after Divine 
truth leads her to attend a Bible-class or a 
prayer-meeting, she must go alone ; not 
one familiar countenance, or beloved friend 
enlivens or endears the place ; and every 
time she visits the hallowed spot, it is with 
the expectation of encountering a cold and 
yet colder reception in the social circle, 
where she was once the favourite and ever- 
welcome guest. The public exercises of 
the sanctuary afford her instruction, but 
to enjoy it, she must be separated from 
the rest of the family. For a young person 
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SO situated to follow Christ, it is in a pecu- 
liar sense needful that she deny herself* 
and take up her cross. And this will 
seldom be done, without a real and heart- 
felt attachment to the Saviour. Now* 
my dear Eleanor, could I have drawn a 
more perfect contrast to your situation and 
circumstances ? Your fondest friendships 
and most delightful intimacies are all in- 
terwoven with the labours of benevolence, 
and the exercises of devotion. You are, 
I will not say flattered, but certainly 
caressed and encouraged by pious and 
intelligent associates ; and while every 
ordinance of religion secures your punctual 
attendance, you are sure on such occasions 
to meet the warmest greetings of cordial 
affection, and to see around you the com- 
panions of your happiest hours. There i^ 
manifestly no opportunity for you to exer- 
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cise self-denial in these matters ; nor can 
you regard any of the ordinary badges of 
a Christian profession as a cross. Yet the 
cross is to be borne, and self must be 
denied by every follower of the Saviour. 
Are you daily practising what he has thus 
enjoined, in the mortification of pride and 
self-complacency ; in the government of 
your thoughts, and the subduing of every 
unhallowed temper ; in preferring the 
honour of others to your own, and sacri- 
ficing what might gain you honour and 
applause, if by that means God may be 
more glorified, and his cause more efiect- 
ually promoted. These are points on 
which fellow-creatures might easily pass 
an erroneous judgment, but they form a 
fair and legitimate subject for self-exami- 
nation. 

Again ; there are persons of a cold. 




_ _- v.»-o i^icasuies oi sympj 
and you can touch their feelings 
through the medium of their unders 
ing. When such are brought undei 
influence of holy principles, they 
generally more remarkable for st 
perseverance, than for burning zea 
ardent devotion. But the very fact 
they have deviated from their accusto 
course affords strong evidence of a 
change of heart. Now, if you com; 
this character with your own, you 
see, I think, that my fears and jealoi 
respecting you are not altogether 
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a danger of your deceiving yourself^ as to 
the nature of the motives which actuate 
your conduct. Your heart overflows with 
affeetion for some who are the disciples of 
Christ, but is it chiefly for their resem- 
blance to their Master, and for His sake, 
that you love and admure them ? Is it the 
promise of the Saviour's presence that 
draws you to the place where they meet 
for social worship? And when your 
voices mingle in the song of prsdse, whether 
is it the excitement of sympathy, or that 
of devotion that afibrds you such delight ? 
Do these exercises increase your relish for 
those of the closet, or are they substituted 
for them? Your natural susceptibility 
renders it comparatively easy to "pro- 
voke you to love and to good works," but 
it will be well for you to make a strict in« 
quiry whom you are seeking to please, by 
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engaging in these, and what is the end you 
really have in view. In the sabhalh-school, 
fur instance, what is it that cheers you on 
amidst the inattention, the trifling, and the 
slow progress, which every teacher has to 
lament? Is it the encouraging smile of 
your esteemed superintendent merely, and 
the conviction that she would be grieved 
were you to relinquish the work? Or 
does " the love of Christ constrain you' to 
persevere through all difficulties, if you 
may but train one child for Him ? 

1 am sure you cannot think that these 
are idle or unnecessary questions. My 
wish is, that you should honestly answer 
them to your own conscience, as in the 
immediate presence of Him who " search- 
eth the heart." Do not imagine that 1 
advise you to give up such exercises as 1 
have referred to ; they may be highly useful 
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to you, but in order to this, it is of the 
greatest importance, that you ^*know 
yourself," The danger I apprehend is, 
that you should rest in these external ser- 
vices and associations, and that because 
you love, and are beloved by those whose 
piety is undoubted, you should take this 
as conclusive evidence of your own. I 
need not tell you, my dear Eleanor, that 
religion is a personal thing. It must 
really enter into the formation of your 
character, and not merely be a superficial 
appendage to it. It must be something 
which will abide with you, in every possible 
change of scene and of circumstances — a 
vital, uniform principle, which will give a 
decided preference to the ways of God, 
even should you be as destitute of pious 
friends, as Elijah imagined himself to be 
in Ahab's degenerate days. The want of 



guage, you must be "bom again 
incorruptible seed of the word," 
there can be nothing spiritual i 
heart, which will " live and abide fc 
—you must be, " created anew in 
Jesus, unto good works,** or you wi! 
stedfastly " walk in them." 

My dear Eleanor, do not take to 
for granted in this matter. Now is 
important crisis in your history. Y 
ardour will cool ; youthful friends 
not divided by distance, will be we 
in their influence by new interes 
connexions, and duties. Whsit st 



that all is right with you. the probability 
in, that ;ou will continue trough life 
" having a foim of godliness, but denying 
its power,"— i^ indeed, you do not go d 
step &ither, and lay ande all claim to be 
considered as separate from " the world that 
lieth in wickedness." In either case you 
well know that " the end of these things is 
death i" an eternal exclusioQ from the 
society of those whom you now esteem 
" the excellent of the earth." Shrink 
not from the contemplation of an end eo 
dreadful. Say not it is impossible for you 
to be cast out. There are many now in 
the place of misery, who could tell of 
Christian companions that once possessed 
thnr wannest affection, and works of Cbrie- 
^an charity that once engaged theii hap- 
piest hours, and all these exchanged for 
heartless formality, and torpid insensibility. 






danger, DUl ll l am, an uiiii^.ox.^»» 

is safer for you than the indulf 
an undisturbed, unsuspected coi 
** Let every man prove his own wc 
the apostle Paul, " and then shall 
rejoicing in himself alone, and 
another." Accept this expressic 
regard as it is meant, and believe 

Yours, 
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TO ONB WHO HAS HAD A RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, 
AND WHO IS CONSIDERED BY FRIENDS AS A 
RBAL CHRISTIAN, BUT WHO CANNOT CHERISH 
THAT CONFIDENCE RESPECTING HIMSELF. 

Mt DEAR Sir, 

I LONG to express how deeply interested 
I feel in your present state of mind, as 
described in the last letter which I received 
from you. And much would it rejoice me 
to be of any assistance to you. But a 
case like yours is one that especially 
proves the inefficiency of human help, and 
the absolute necessity of Divine influence. 
You have been carefully instructed in the 
doctrines of Scripture; its language is 
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the gospel mctuv/u 
portment is so blameless and C( 
secure the esteem and confic 
around you ; you can converse 
Christians on the grounds of th 
hope ; and yet you have a sic 
sciousness, that the peace a 
possess are unknown to you. 
not found rest to your sou 
knowledge you have acquirec 
to make you uneasy and dissi 
It was not always thus w 
little time ago, had any one h 
was not right, you would ha^ 
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versatimi, convey no definite meaning to 
your mind ; and you find your heart and 
affections to be altogether uninfluenced 
by truths which you thought you most 
surely believed. You took it for granted, 
not only that Scripture doctrines were true, 
but also that you fully understood them ; 
it has, however, become evident, that you 
never received these doctrines with a 
feeling of personal interest in them. And 
now that you wish to apply them to your 
own case, you find it exceedingly difficult 
to do 90. 

O, none can tell, but those who have 
experienced it, how great is the difference 
between being content with a dry, specu« 
lative acquaintance with words and systems; 
and the eager, intense desire of a mind 
awakened to exclaim, ** What shall J do 
to be saved?" He who first asked this 
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momentous question, no sooner receifed 
the appropriate answer, than ** He believed, 
rejoicing in the Lord with all his house." 
And you are almost ready to envy th6 
case of those who, like him, hear the gospel 
for the first time, and pass at once from 
total ignorance to saving faith. Yet you 
cannot suppose that there is any advan- 
tage in long-continued ignorance; or that 
difference of circumstances can make any 
difference in the nature of that belief which 
saves the soul. Faith is, in every instance, 
" the gift of God," a fruit of the Holy 
Spirit. But one difference there certainly 
is, between you and the persons referred to» 
namely, that they had no preconceived 
notions of their own wisdom ; no cherished 
habit of thinking themselves Christians 
already. 

Does not this prove how peculiarly 
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applicable to you b that declaration of the 
Saviour, ** Except ye become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the king- 
dom of heaven?" The apostle Paul illus- 
trates this saying of his Divine Master 
when he says, ** If any man among you 
seemeth to be wise in this world, let him 
become a fool, that he may be wise." 
And still more plainly in his epistle to the 
Hebrews, he says, " When for the time ye 
ought to be teachers, ye have need that 
one teach you again which be the first 
principles of the oracles of God." This is 
the language of reproof, and I trust you 
are ready to acknowledge that reproof is 
merited. Be thankful, however, that it is 
administered, in such a way as to afford 
encouragement and direction also. You 
see where you are to begin — at first prin- 
ciples. Are you not conscious^hat you 
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mediate interest to jou ? Can you woi 
then, that your acquuntance with t 
elementary truths is altogether unprofit 
and unsatisfactory? Lay aside at c 
all idea of superiority, and sit down on 
lowest form. Receive the statement 
human depravity, as a description of y 
character : admit yourself to be, : 
only by nature, but at the present momi 
on a level with *' the chief of sinners." 
not content with allowing the univer 
necessity of regeneration, but regard t] 
great change as yet to be accomplished 
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and pray for it, as that which you must 
obtahiy or perish. If you read the account 
contained in the Saviour's parting discourse 
to his disciples, of the Holy Spirit's gracious 
office, you will see how exactly it is 
adapted to your wants at this moment* 
He was to convince of sin ; to hring truth 
to remembrance ; to lead into all truth ; to 
receive of that which is Christ's, and show 
it to the soul, John xvi. Are not these the 
very helps you require ? Do you not feel 
that without such £dd you must remain in 
darkness ? How precious, too, is that re- 
presentation of the Saviour's own character, 
which declares him to be exalted a 
Prmce and a Saviour, to give r^entance, 
as well as remission of sins!" Acts v. 31. 

And be not discouraged if you do not 
all at once attain what you seek. You 
have so much to unlearn and to renounce^ 
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from indul^ng the fullest coi 
the Redeemer and his promises, 
her, " He is ahle to save to the t 
and whosoever will, may comi 
He " came a light into the wo 
his own most hlessed assurance h 
man follow me, he shall not wall 
ness, but shall have the light of 1 
little child would follow his parent 
hesitation, encouraged by the soui 
voice, even though intervening ob 
a time might hide him from his vi( 
let it be your concern simply to fo 
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marvellous light." Fix this unalterably in 
your mind, that whatever difficulties you 
meet with, they must arise from yourself, 
and are the consequences of your own sin- 
ful error. But " God is light, and in him 
is no darkness at all." " All the paths of 
the Lord are mercy and truth unto such 
as keep his covenant and his testimonies." 
He can appeal to those who are '' named 
of the house of Jacob, Do not my words do 
good to him that walketh uprightly ? " To 
his grace and love I commend you, and 
remain. 

Your affectionate friend. 
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TO ONE WHO IS SERIOUSLY IMPRES 
FROM DEFECTIVE VIEWS OF DIV 
FEARFUL OF NOT CONTINUING 
A RELIGIOUS COURSE. 

It is certainly, my dear Sa 

more agreeable task to addres 

than it once was. I cannot 

pleasure it gives me to obse 

change in your views and feeli 

be assured that in writing 1 

religious subjects, I am respon< 
own amfiniio ^rJoU — ^^ 



LETTER VIII. 79 

you encouragement ; " Then shall ye 
know, if ye follow on to know the Lord." 
You will now begin to peruse the Scrip- 
tures with an interest altogether new, and 
deepening with every fresh discovery of 
your own state and character. You can 
look back on a period of total insensibility 
to Divine things, and you need no com- 
ment on the apostolic declaration, that 
ycu were once " dead in trespasses and 
in sins." The well-known statement of 
the prophet, that '* the heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately wicked," 
had perfafi^s become the tiresome repetition 
of a most repulsive doctrine ; but you now 
admit, that if it be wickedness to " forget 
God," Psa. ix. 1 7, then for a large portion of 
your life, your heart has been " desperately 
wicked ; " and even since you began to 
awake to this appalling fact, have you not 




yours is "deceitful above all 
In like manner, you will cease t( 
why it should be said that th( 
mind, even the most amiable, and 
and cultivated, is a "carnal mind," 
against God." You have doubtl 
that spiritual things were utterl] 
both to the natural desires 
cherished habits of your mind; 
estrangement from truths themosl 
and sublime, arose from dislike ai 
nance to the holy character of C 
self. There are many other pai 
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upon you; yet I know nothing more 
intensely interesting, than to be thus 
confinned in the belief of Scripture truths, 
by finding them exactly descriptive of 
your own case. 

And this dbcovery leads to another, 
more delightful and equally important. 
It explains, more forcibly than a thousand 
expontions, the nature and necessity of 
regeneration. It is to this great doctrine 
that I particularly wish to direct your 
attention. I cumot but think that defect- 
ive views of this subject are the principal 
cause of those doubts and fears you 
express, as to a continuance in a religious 
course. If conversion itself were nothing 
more than the exchanging of one pursuit 
for another — the cultivation of a taste or 
disposition previously existing, but before 
neglected, it would be altogether a matter 



take away the stony heart out ol 
flesh, and I will give you a heart of 
What can more plainly describe an 
change, not of habits, but of natur 
removal of that which was innai 
natural, in order to the implantation 
and holy principles, by which the 
dual becomes a partaker of the 
nature ? *' Except a man be bom <^ 
cannot see the kingdom of God 
that believeth is passed from dea 
life." Have we not here a disti 
defined occurrence, the commence 



- -A.A<k 



LETTER VIII. 83 

character thus imparted, it is called a 
creation, 2 Cor. v. 17; Ephes. ii. 10. 
Not the moulding of old materials, the 
working such materials into a new shape, 
but creating that of which before there 
was not one element to be found. Now, 
perhaps, in contemplating these truths, you 
may feel inclined to say, " What comfort 
do you intend me to derive from them ? 
If the work of conversion be so great, is it 
not fitted to discourage, rather than to 
stimulate my feeble hopes?" You are 
ready to say, with the disciples of old, 
** Who then can be saved ? But Jesus 
beheld them, and said unto them, With 
men this is impossible, but vrith God 
all things are possible." To create 
b the exclusive prerogative of Omnipo« 
tence ; and the new creating of the soul 
is ranked with the most astonishing of 
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this amazing change, you might, with t 
utmost exactness, appropriate the langua 
of the prophet, " Can the Ethiopian chan 
his skin, or the leopard his spots? th 
may I also do well, that am accustom 
to do evil." But, " hast thou not kno^ 
hast thou not heard, that the everlasti 
God, the Lord, the Creator of the endf 
the earth, &inteth not, neither is wear} 
See Isa. xl. 28 — 81. You cannot 1 
either above or around you, without set 
evidence of a power that can accomf 

your spiritual renovation. And the 
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(see Exek. xxxvi.) the very statement that 
the change is essential, the command to 
^ turn to Him with your whole heart,** 
implies His readiness to perform the 
mighty work. In illustration of this, look 
at the miracles of Christ. What apparent 
likelihood was there that a withered arm 
0ould be raised, or that the couch of 
hopeless suffering should not be only 
relinquished, but borne with ease by him 
who lay helpless upon it ? Yet the com- 
mands to stretch forth the arm, and to arise 
and carry the bed, were each met with 
imdisputing obedience, and accompanied 
by the infusion of requisite strength. See 
also John xi. 43, 44 ; Eph, v. 14. 

The fears you entertain are chiefly as 
to the permanence of those spiritual 
feelings and impressions which you now 
possess. Then do you not perceive how 



plete. But, for the present, confine 
attention to the following points al 
Is not the new birth the commence! 
of eternal life ? 1 Pet. i. 3—5, 23. 
it not a participation of the Divine nat 
which is immortal ? 2 Cor. iii. 18; EpY: 
23, 24 ; 2 Pet. i. 4. Is it not the opei 
of a communication with Divine strei 
and influence, which are exhausth 
John vi. 53 — 57; xiv. 19; xv. 1— 
Col. iii. I — 10. These views of 
subject cannot fail to give you satisfaci 
and comfort. But I can imagine ; 
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known by its fruits.** But I would also 
remind you, that conversion is connected 
with becoming as little children. Matt, 
xviii. 3. In other words, let me ask you, 
my dear Sarah, if you are fully convinced 
that it is absolutely necessary for you to 
be created anew in Christ Jesus ? Can 
you deliberately and unreservedly say, 
" In me, that is, in my flesh," (my natural 
character and disposition,) " dwelleth no 
good thing?* Rom. vii. 18. Do you admit 
that you were totally destitute of the very 
least element of true holiness ? Do not 
be hasty in your conclusions on this 
point. Examine carefully whether there 
be any desire to extenuate your former 
aversion from spiritual religion ; the most 
secretly lurking persuasion that less grace 
is needful for you than for the most 
hardened and abandoned sinner ; the 



woven in every human mind, that 
influence can subdue them but tha 
the Holy Spirit. And imless this is d< 
unless He is the Teacher who U 
you into those discoveries referred U 
the beginning of this letter, they wiT 
too superficial to awaken a persona] 
terest in the subject now before 
But if He has thus brought you to the 
plicity, and sense of utter helplessness 
confiding dependence of a little child, 
with cordial delight you will embrace 
doctrine of regeneration ; and that i 
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turn thou me, and I shall be turned," will 
then become the earnest breathing of your 
sincere desires, while the inspired origin 
of these prayers afford you a certain pledge 
of obtaining the blessing you seek. 

Perhaps, however, I ought to caution 
you against one mistake, into which many 
have fallen. They have feared that they 
never had experienced the great change, 
because they had no recollection of any 
precise moment when the momentous 
event took place. That there is such a 
moment I have no doubt ; but that the in- 
dividual should be at the very moment 
conscious of it is by no means a necessary 
consequence. If you believe, and act 
upon the truths to which I have briefly 
adverted, you have every reason to appro- 
priate the Saviour's cheering address, 
** Daughter, be of good comfort, thy faith 
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the place where it happened, your < 
and safety would be in no respect difFe 
from what they are now. Even a 
Divinely bestowed, must be sustainec 
suitable nutriment. As a new-bom I 
therefore, desire thesincere milk of the \ 
that you may grow thereby, 1 Pet. 
In due time you will be able to dis 
that there is a growth in grace, an en 
nient of spiritual capacity, and a progi 
holiness. These are the natural and c 
results of a believing , prayerful recept 
the truth of God by the power of the 
-^^ A _ J -rUK/xiif Qiich nractical r 
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respecting your state. " He that believeth 
on the Son of God bath the witness in 
himself. If any man will do His will, he 
shall know of the doctrine, whether it be 
of God." 

I remain, &c. 
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DBAS Madam, 

YoD will be surprised to receive a letl 
from me, as we so lately had a persoi 
interview. That very interview, howev' 
has induced me to write to you i and I i 
80, in order to relieve my conscience of 
load which painfully oppresses it. O 
conversation, as you may remember, turn' 
upon the exemplary character which yi 
have sustained during a long and conBiite 
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life. And in all that I said on that subject, 
I spoke with the most sincere conviction. 
But, my dear madam, the very esteem in 
which I hold you increases my anxiety as 
to your spiritual state. This is the point 
at which my conscience accuses me in 
reference to our recent interview. While 
I would not retract one sentiment I ex- 
pressed as to your well-earned reputation 
among fellow-creatures, I tremble lest I 
should have contributed to deceive you in 
regard to your acceptableness before God. 
I well know, from many previous conver- 
sations, that you would at once disclaim 
all dependence on any merit of your own ; 
and assure me that you believe, as firmly 
as myself, the doctrine of justification 
through the righteousness of Christ alone, so 
well expressed in the eleventh article of the 
Church of England. Bear with me, however. 



Your age, your long expei 
familiar acquaintance with tl: 
and the readiness with which 
heard you give God the prais( 
you had been enabled to do- 
pose upon me the utmost m( 
suming to touch this subject, 
time, the salvation of the s( 
mentous to be trifled with, f 
politeness ; or even to avoid 
pearing disrespectful and prej 
have been painfully taught n 
of self-delusion ; and as I am 
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glory of heaven, may I hope for your for- 
bearing and candid attention to the follow- 
ing lines. 

The New Testament abounds not only 
with the plainest statement of doctrines, 
but also with descriptions of the practical 
results produced by the belief of these 
doctrines. Such descriptions we ought to 
apply as tests of our characters ; for we are 
exhorted to examine ourselves, whether we 
be in the faith, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Now, perhaps, 
we cannot find a more comprehensive 
summary of true faith than that which de- 
scribes it as " working by love," Gal. v. 6. 
" We love him, because he first loved 
us,*^ 1 John iv. 19. We are not to sup- 
pose that this is merely the love of com- 
placent admiration, excited by the wonders 
of creation, or the bounties of providence. 
It is the affection of ardent gratitude, for 
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kindness of his Benefactor ; and 
out the expression of that kindne 
inevitably perished. It is love, ( 
with the deepest humility and 
pungent repentance. " The sat 
God are a broken spirit : a brok 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
pise." This penitential love is a 
sociated with the most decided e: 
of character. Cornelius was '*] 
man, and one that feared God wi 
house, which gave much alms 
people, and prayed to God alwa; 
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of sins,** Acts x. 2, 43. The same apostle 
who was commissioned with this message 
to Cornelius, addressed an epistle to those 
whose £uth should be " found unto praise 
and honour and glory, at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ ; whom having not seen," 
he says, " ye love ; in whom, though now 
ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory," 
1 Peter i. 7, 8. And in the following 
chapter, still speaking of the crucified 
Saviour, he says, ** Unto you therefore 
which believe he is precious," 1 Pet. it 7. 
*• The beloved disciple," selected as the 
bosom friend of our blessed Lord himself^ 
declares that " he that loveth not knoweth 
not God ; for God is love. In this was 
manifested the love of God toward us " — 
not so much by giving us "rain from 
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our 



And he could not proceed to narn 
wonders of the Apocalypse, till 1 
first ascribed "glory and domini 
ever, unto Him that loved us, and i 
us from our sins in his own blood 
Paul, after enumerating the p 
claims he had (if^ in any case, such 
could be allowed) to confidence ir 
what of his own, breaks out into t 
mated declaration : '* But what thir 
gain to me, those I counted loss fo 
Yea doubtless, and I count all th 
loss, for the excellency of the knov 
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Christ, and be found in him, not having 
mine own righteousness, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God 
by faith," Phil, iii. 7 — 9. And again 
he exclaims, "God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world," Gal. vi. 
14. His writings abound with similar 
sentiments ; but to mention only one 
other striking passage, in his epistle to 
the Romans, iii. 9 — 31, he clearly states 
the universal guilt of man, and the 
utter impossibility of his contributing, in 
the very smallest degree, to his own jus- 
tification. How different, my dear madam, 
is the glowing language of these inspired 
men, from that formal and general acknow- 
ledgment of being *' miserable sinners," 
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Christ, why iney snuum ** 

But surely, if we hope to join " tl 
nous company of the apostles," w< 
first have some sympathy with the 
iugs and expressions. May I, th 
spectfully beg of you, in carefu 
rusing the apostolic writings, to 
with the continual inquiry, " How 
I enter into the views of these ho 
and b my hope of glory derived f 
same source, and productive of tl 
emotions, as theirs?" Inhuman 
sitions, whether they be hymns o 
or confessions of sin, we may de 
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guidance of Divine inspiration, we must 
regard the most rapturous strains as the 
" words of truth and soberness.** 

It is obvious, that the gratitude we feel 
for a deliverance must always bear a pro- 
portion to our sense of imminent danger. 
This might be illustrated by a thousand 
examples. But I only refer to our Lord's 
words in Matt. ix. 12, 13, which plainly 
intimate, that slight impressions of our 
guilt are perfectly incompatible with a 
cordial reception of his great salvation. 
And we must ever remember, that it is our 
reception of this, the ** unspeakable gift " 
of God, which stamps our character in his 
sight. " This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on Him whom he hath sent" — be- 
lieve on Him, not with that cold assent 
which gives equal credit to any other well 
authenticated history, but with all that 
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love." Accordingly, we tina mat, 
good works are strongly urged, (Eph. 
Tit. iii. 8, 1 4,) and graciously comm 
(1 Thess. i. 2, 3 ; Heb. vi. 10,) 
only done on the supposition that I 
Christ is the constraining motive, 
this motive which gives value to ' 
of cold water given in his name ;' 
the fairest offerings are rejected w' 
dain if that principle be absent, 
was ea^ly proved in the case of C 
Abel ; for it was " by faith '* that ri 
" Abel offered unto God a more e 
^^- ♦*-«" riwn." Heb. xi. * 
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worthy of the most solemn consideration, 
even by those whose righteousness far 
exceeds ** the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees," that our Saviour declared, 
** the publicans and harlots" went into the 
kingdom of God before them, Matt. xxi. 3 1 . 
His discourse with Simon also, recorded in 
Luke vii. 44 — 47, is most instructive. 
He who was **holy, harmless, undefiled, 
and separate from sinners," would have 
been the last to undervalue the distinction 
between a life of blameless morality, and 
one of notorious wickedness. Yet he 
took special pains to make Simon under- 
stand that the correctness of his outward 
deportment — that even the apparent re- 
spect for the Saviour, implied in his inviting 
him to his house— was no compensation 
for the absence of that ardent affection 
so significantly expressed by the poor 
penitent woman. 
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altogether, let it engage your seric 
tentioii as in the presence of God h: 
Reflect on the awful possibility, ai 
fearful consequences of mistake, 
concerns of the never-dying soul, 
seem presumptuous in a fellow-crea' 
offer advice to one who has bee 
instructor of many ;** but the Great 1 
calls on you to ** learn of Him!!* ai 
his unerring declaration, that the 
of his mighty works is " hidden fir 
wise and prudent." Surely then 
never be unseasonable to test our 
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of all our works before his judginent-seat, 
and the estimate of eternity then stamped 
on those works shall be. Inasmuch as ye 
did them, or did them not unto him. Matt. 
XXV. 40, 45. In this solemn prospect, I 
conclude. 

Yours, &c. 
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Mt deab Friend, 

YoDB letter would have received a 
much earlier answer, had my leisure been 
equal to my inclination. I am truly 
glad that you are disposed so freely to 
cunimutiicate jour feelings, and I shall 
esteem it as a privilege if I cau say any 
thing to cbecr you amidst your difficul- 
lies and fears. 

I had you in remembrance on the com* 
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munion sabbath, though I afterwards 
learned that you were prevented from 
getting to — -, as you had intended, I 
hope the finer season of the year will 
afford you more frequent opportunities 
of a similar kind. But my most anxious 
wish for you is, that, by the blessing of 
God on the means which he has himself 
appointed, your mind may attain to greater 
comfort and more settled rest in Christ. 
It is delightful to observe how all these 
means are suited to the state and character 
of His people in the present world. In 
the ordinance of the Lord's supper parti- 
cularly, we see much of the Saviour's wise 
and tender care for his weak disciples. It 
will greatly tend to dispel your fears, as to 
partaking unworthily,* if you will simply 

* It is worthy of notice, that when the apostle uses 
the expression, " eating and drinking unworthily,*' 
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wine from the hands of oui 
Master on that occasion. While 1 

he is censuring certain disorderly pra 
prevailed in the church at Corinth 
to the manner of observing this ore 
which are not likely to be found in a* 
church of the present day. "The 
is unhappily rendered by our translator 
which has occasioned much distress ai 
to tender consciences. It does not j 
to the final sentence of condemnation, 
supernatural judgments, which were c 
flicted on disorderly persons in the prin 
as is afterwards explained by the a] 

— 1»>4. tvt «1ancrf>r I 
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them to partake, he said, " This do in 
rememhrance of me.** Now, is it not a 
pleasure to you to remember Christ ? Is 
it not the remembrance of Him, and that 
alone, which gives you peace of conscience, 
and the hope of final salvation ? Does not 
your heart cherish this remembrance as 
your best consolation under trials, and your 
strongest encouragement to duty? And 
is it not the matter of your daily regret, 
that you are so apt to lose the recollection 
of Christ, and to forget Him in seasons 
when His name would be a strong tower 
of defence against temptation? Well, 
then, how suitable for you to do this in 
remembrance of him ! How sweet to be 
assured that He desires to be remembered 
by you ; to take into your own hands the 
very elements which He appointed to be 
the symbols of His body and blood ! thus 
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Still, as far as it is in your power, you 
honoured him by publicly confessin 
name before men in the ordinance o 
Lord's supper. When you do meet 
have fellowship with them in all th« 
ercises of his house. Your appearan 
his table gives you a claim upon the 
and sympathy of your brethren and s 
in Christ, and even when neces 
absent, you may be sure that you ha 
interest in their prayers. 

I can perfectly understand, ho^ 
the feelings you express of depressioi 
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want of a '* help meet " in such matters, but 
you are at least free from the reproaches of 
an accusing conscience, which to many in 
your situation, are by far the most bitter 
ingredient in their cup. When you entered 
on your present connexion, you were 
yourself " of the world," and therefore you 
cannot be blamed for giving your affections 
to one who " walked according to the 
course of this world" likewise. 

However faiscinating and amiable an 
individual may be, however excellent may 
be the moral character, and exemplary in 
relative and social life, if such an one, 
whether male or female, be an " enemy of 
the cross of Christ," surely no disciple of 
Christ should consider the most endearing 
qualities as a sufficient ground for yielding 
the attachment of the heart, or listening to 
the most flattering solicitations. For a 
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14. It is much to be lament 
such an unhallowed union is too 
to occasion surprise ; but the 
quently produces misery, is we 
also. The Lord, in his abunda 
does not forsake all who ha 
thus ; but the consciousness 
have forsaken Him^ must, if tl: 
enjoy his presence at all, be pro 
deep and bitter repentance. Tli 
they meet with, may be the ver 
bringing them to seek and fii 
ness ; but the question is eve 
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thee by the way?** Jer. ii. 17. And this 
adds a poignancy to every sorrow, and a 
weight to every burden, which many have 
experienced, but which none can de- 
scribe. 

As I have already said, however, this 
aggravation does not lie on you. And 
while affection for one so dear to you, 
makes you mourn over the continued in- 
sensibility which you witness to Divine 
things, how should your heart overflow 
with gratitude, to think that you have 
been awakened from so dangerous a 
slumber ! " Who maketh thee to differ 
from another?" And does not His love 
to yourself, in turning you from darkness 
unto light, encourage you to hope and 
pray for the same grace to be bestowed 
on the object of your anxiety? How 
animating the thought, that when one of 
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^^..^K, Kv^ nnjs uuuse i " See L 
5 — 10. Read also 1 Cor. vii. 
let the hope there presented be a 
cheer your darkest moments, as ^ 
rule of duty in every season of pe 
With most cordial sympathy, 

I remain. 

Yours, &< 
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TO THE SAME. 



My dear Friend, 

I WAS fearful of prolonging my last 
to an undue length, but I wish to remind 
you of some further considerations, drawn 
from the character and the promises of 
God, which are peculiarly suited to your 
circumstances. What is spoken to the 
church at large, applies to every individual 
member of it ; and is it not sadd, " Thy 
Maker is thine husband ; the Lordof hosts 
is his name ; and thy Redeemer the 
Holy One of Israel?** Isa, liv. 5 : indeed, 
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as Hagar was iu vi**. 

Hagar not only heard an angel' 
but in the very place where s 
thought herself forsaken, was con 
to say, " Thou God seest me." You 
you had but the presence and the ' 
of one Christian friend, you w 
satisfied ; and does not your Savio 
himself, as a " Friend that sticket 
than a brother?" You cannot \ 
speak ; but you have, in one 
Tolume, all the counsels whicl 
finite wisdom has seen to I; 
aarv for your guidance ; and yov 
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xiv. 26 ; xvL 13, 14. Every part of the 
Saviour's last discourse with his disciples, 
beginning in the Idth chapter, and ending 
with the prayer for them in the 17 th, 
is peculiarly sweet, to one who is so cut 
off from the fellowship of believers, as 
almost to resemble a dissevered branch. 
The indissoluble union of Christ's people 
with himself; the certainty of their ob- 
taining constant grace, while his immortal 
life endures; the assurance of his own 
and his Father's unchanging love for 
them, as well as his gracious intention to 
gather all of them to himself; these are 
stated and repeated, with the most tender 
and assiduous concern for their comfort. 
You remember, also, the apostle's trium- 
phant question, " Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ?" And if you 
read the writer's own reply, you will find 
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may infer, trom ine pa*, 
that was lost, that the Good 
especially cares for the scattered 
of his flock. " The good-will 
that dwelt in the bush** still 
the head of those who are sepj 
their brethren, Exod. iii. 1 — ' 
xxxiii. 16. It is, however, no ] 
for such to be weak in faith, an 
to think of their Lord, as if ] 
forgetful being like themselves, 
day, " Zion said. The Lord hat 
me, and my Lord bath forg 
AnH while the prophet was dir< 
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the most convincing illustration of his un- 
ceasing regard! Isa. xlix. 14—16: see 
also xL 27—31 ; xli. 10—20. 

In your efforts to do good to others, 
you have also many hinderances, and none 
to assist you. Yet be not discouraged. 
It is not the magnitude or splendour of 
the service we can render to the cause of 
God, but the motive that prpmpts it, and 
the faithfulness used in proportion to our 
means, that God regards. *' If there be 
first a willing mind, it is accepted accord- 
ing to that a man hath, and not according 
to that he hath not.** You know the 
honour put by our Lord himself, on the 
two mites of the poor widow; you re- 
member that a "cup of cold water," if 
given from love to Him, is sure of a gra- 
cious reward ; and " God is not unright- 
eous to forget your work and labour of 
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them. L.OOK ai nag. ii. o, * ; 
9, 10, and be not tempted t 
" the day of small things." Th< 
own testimony respecting his 
was, that ''it cometh not witl 
tion." It is not the instrument 
nor even the exhibition of pecul: 
but the truth communicated, tha 
portance to such exertions 
From whom did Naaman the » 
rive that information, which pr 
deliverance from his leprosy ? ^ 
the effects produced by " the sj 
wrtmon ** in t.Vip p.itv of SamaTiJ 
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attend the preaching of the gospel, or 
read the Scriptures by a sick bed — in all 
these ways your object is the same, to 
" give knowledge of salvation to His peo- 
ple, by the remission of sins ; to give 
light to them that sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death." Such means are con- 
temned and sneered at by the worldly 
wise ; their operation is to yourself almost 
imperceptible, but, in many instances, 
they have been found to be " like leaven, 
which a woman took, and hid in three 
measures of meal, until the whole was 
leavened." Aspire, then, to that honour- 
able commendation, ** She hath done what 
she could.** And when you feel your 
weakness most, and when there is not even 
a friendly smile to encourage your per- 
severance, be assured that you are not 
alone. There are "ministering spirits. 




that repenteth," surely ii 
with peculiar interest oi 
to promote the blessed 
Lord of angels is presc 
you, according to your at 
the spirit of His great 
good unto all men," you 
presumption, appropriate 
will never leave thee, i 
Your having but one ta 
excuse for hiding it in 
in the fwthful use of 
pate a moment of exul 
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fsdthful servant, thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things : enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord." 

With this animating prospect, I take 
my leave of you, and remain, with Chris- 
tian affection and esteem. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER XII. 

TO A YOUNG PERSON PROFESSING TO BE 
LIGIOUS, YET PREFERRING THE SOCIET- 
THOSE WHO ARE IRRELIGIOUS AND WORL 

Dear 



Mt acquaintance with you is so i 
slight, that some apology is certainly 
for the liberty I now take in address 
you. I am constrained to it by a se 
of duty, as well as by a regard to y 
highest interests. But I shall best expl 
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Lord's table. I confess this very much 
surprised me, since it appeared so little 
in accordance with the scenes in which you 
have been so lately moving. 

It is not my present purpose to say any 
thing as to the nature of the Lord's supper, 
or to express my opinion as to the duty 
of attending to it. I only refer to your 
stated observance of this ordinance, as 
implying a profession of faith in Christ, and 
making you known as one of his disciples. 
To this I am persuaded you will not ob- 
ject ; and you are now probably anxious 
to know what there was in the circumstance 
to occasion so much surprise. Yet I 
think you must be partly conscious of 
what I mean. You know the Saviour de- 
clared that his followers were " not of the 
world ;" and the subsequent exhortations 
of his apostles, addressed to believers, are 
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introduced, there was a i 
of the same kind. In 2 
find a prophet uttering 
proof, " Shouldest thou J 
and love them that h 
David said, " I am a c 
j5 them that fear thee ;" and 

who had ** searched him 
he said, "Do not I hate th 
hate thee? and am notlgi 
that rise up against the€ 
with perfect hatred, I cc 
enemies.'' We cannot sup 
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me ask, Do you know any thing of such 
feelings? The apostle Paul admits that 
it is utterly impossible to avoid all inter- 
course with the enemies of God, unless we 
could escape from this world altoge- 
ther, 1 Cor. V. 10. But the society in 
which you have lately moved^ was your 
own choice and preference. And the 
friends to whom I refer^ make no secret of 
their sentiments in regard to religion. 
They are not content with indifference to 
it, but even indulge in ridicule and mockery 
on the subject. Did these things give you 
real pain? Your conduct and manner 
presented no such appearance, for you 
seemed to enjoy yourself as much as any 
one could do. Perhaps you would tell 
me, that politeness required you to be 
cheerful ; and that to express displeasure 
was impossible amidst kind and good- 




that such a situation was not fit 
fessed disciple of Christ, It a 
minds me of his own words, * 
can serve two masters : ye can 
God and mammon ;** and those 
the apostle also, when he asserts 
any man will be the friend of 1 
• he is the enemy of God." \ 
yourself obliged to listen, wit 
smallest mark of disapprobation, 
salvation of Christ was treated a: 
of nought ; and the serious habit: 
ful counsels of his servants were 
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even this was dispensed with, if it interfered 
with a social entertainment or a party of 
pleasure. Did you find your way to the 
house of God alone ? or were you secluded 
in your own apartment during the latter 
part of the day? Did you make any effort 
to rescue the precious hours from heing 
entirely profaned ? Let conscience an- 
swer. And how was it on other days? 
were you able to secure the retirement 
of the closet ? or were its duties agreeable 
and satisfactory ? But I need not dwell 
on the subject in reference to yourself; 
for I am persuaded you are fully convinced, 
that the period of your visit was decidedly 
unfavourable to your own religious im- 
provement. Here I shall close for the 
present, but I trust you will permit me 
shofrtly to write to you again. 

Yours, &c. 
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I MUST now beg your 
to the consequences lil 
others, from your recei 
the world ; and to those 
whose kindness you fou 
to disengage yourself, 
visible difference betweei 
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in religion itself? Have you not thus 
fumbhed them with a ready excuse for 
their own neglect of it, and contributed 
to harden their hearts more e£Fectual]y 
against its claims ? They are often, from 
the pulpit, reminded, that ** if any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature ;" and that, 
unless they undergo a decided change, 
they '* cannot see the kingdom of God." 
*' But,** say they, *' our friend attends at the 
Lord's table ; she professes to belong to 
His kingdom ; yet, in every other respect, 
she is the same as we always knew her." 
They hear the Christian character describ- 
ed ; but they listen as if it were a thing 
entirely fabulous, or altogether obsolete. 
The preacher points out the evil of wast- 
ing time in vain and foolish amusements ; 
but they can scarcely forbear a smile, 
knowing how readily you partook with 
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lurtner than precept," and s( 

the example of a favourite co 

outweigh a hundred sermons 

they come to the conclusion, 

they certainly are, to delude 

that religion is only an ext 

and that the most earnest a 

appeals of their minister ar 

professional performance, witi 

must fill up an allotted hour. < 

palling to think how sinners i 

encouraged to sport on th< 

eternal destruction ; while i 

servants of Christ- wearied 
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Ah, my friend, perhaps you little 
thought what you were doing when the 
hours passed so gaily along. You did not 
consider how closely connected were 
these mirthful scenes with the eternal 
destiny of those you love, nor how you 
would be able to endure their bitter re* 
proaches, when the delusion in which you 
have helped to involve them, shall have 
vanished^ when in the immediate prospect 
of death you will see things in their true 
colours. It is not a sufficient excuse to say, 
that you did not wilfully or deliberately in- 
tend to injure your friends. A reli^ous pro- 
fession is too important to be rashly made, 
or thoughtlessly continued. You should 
have carefully studied all that it implied, 
and what it required of you. Had you 
done this, you would have readily per- 
ceived how powerfully your conduct 
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joice that you are not one 
whom they account "righteous o 
These despised individuals i 
deeply from such an example 
Though you have listened v 
monstrance to the ridicule cast i 
you cannot but respect their 
sistent character, and you wou 
at the thought of adding to t' 
tion which they endure. Y< 
really guilty of this also. M 
and patient follower of Chi 
** the world's dread laugh,** has 
*^rtwn of beloved friends, c 
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SO much singularity ? The trembling 
daughter, or sister, or servant, attempts 
to vindicate her separation from the world, 
by a reference to apostolic precept. But 
immediately she is taunted with the 
charge of pride and self-conceit, while the 
name of one and another inconsbtent pro- 
fessor are triumphantly brought forward, 
who " are surely quite as good" as herself, 
and who yet sees no harm in worldly 
company or amusements. Be assured 
this is no imaginary scene. I am ac- 
quainted with several cases, in which the 
" trial of cruel mocking" has been en- 
venomed a hundred-fold, by quoting the 
example of those who pass for religious 
people, but who are *' lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God." And, of course, 
the very circumstance of being otherwise 
amiable and respectable, while it enables 



.x^ 1,11^- iiiuuence you thus 
cast upon those beneath yc 
You may think I am bla 
undue severity. But, I bes 
the matter into serious con 
with the word of God in y 
amine yourself. The aposi 
that "if we would judge 
should not foe judged. I 
are judged, we are chastenec 
that we should not be cor 
the world." It will be to( 
cover your error, ** when once 
the house is risen un. anH hai 
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ye are : then shall ye be^n to say, We 
have eaten and drunk in thy presence, 
and thou hast taught in our streets. But 
He shall say, I tell you, I know you not 
whence ye are ; depart from me, all ye 
workers of iniquity.* You are unwilUng 
to be called a ** worker of iniquity;" you 
cannot think that such is your character. 
But turn to Matt. vii. 21, and see what is 
His own decision respecting those who 
call him. Lord, Lord, and yet do not His 
Father's will. It is His will that " every 
one who nameth the name of Christ, 
should depart from iniquity \* " abstsun 
from all appearance of evil," and ** be holy 
in all manner of conversation.** You 
cannot, I am sure, reviewing your own 
conduct in hb sight, reconcile it with 
these intimations of his word. But es- 
pecially is his displeasure excited, by 



I 



-I 



joining yourself to the disciples o 
you give the world a right to exp 
you are to be a " living epistle of 
embodying and exemplifying ; 
precepts. And if you habitua 
regard these precepts, what is i 
" making God a liar? ** giving a di 
nial to his solemn declaration, that 
out holiness no man shall see the 
Is it to be supposed that such thi 
pass with impunity? There is 
coming, when He will terribly v 
His own truth, by executing his t1 
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fices unto me ? saith the Lord : I am full 
of the burnt-offerings of rams, and the 
fat of fed beasts ; and I delight not in the 
blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of 
he-goats. When ye come to appear be- 
fore me, who hath required this at your 
hand, to tread my courts ? Bring no more 
vain oblations ; incense is an abomination 
unto me ; the new moons and sabbaths, the 
calling of assemblies, I cannot away with ; 
it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.** 
But you are not left to despair ; for this 
indignant expostulation is immediately 
followed by the words at once of direction 
and encouragement. *' Wash you, make 
you clean ; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes ; cease to 
do evil ; learn to do well. Come now, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord : 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
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not, I entreat you, with such i 
ture not any longer to incur : 
nation. And that the Lord 
you repentance to the acknov 
the truth," is the sincere prayei 

Your 
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TO A FASTIDIOUS HBARER OF THE GOSPKL. 

My dear Friend, 

I WAS very glad to hear that you had 
reached home in safety, and I unite with 
you in thankfulness to our heavenly Father 
for his goodness in having permitted us to 
see each other once more. In looking 
back on your visit, however, while I 
acknowledge his tender mercy, I am > con- 
strained to confess my own unfaithfulness. 
There is one point especially, on which, 
as a friend, I ought to have spoken to 
you, and I wish now to make up in some 
measure for my neglect. 
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ministry of others, equall 
evangelical in their doctrii 
i be absurd to deny, that s 

It more pleasing than others. 

'< elegance of language, ease, 

in delivery, and in manner 
are altogether agreeable i 
Some rise to a yet higher ' 
lence by the brilliancy of t 
fertility of their imagir 
acuteness of their intel 
Such preachers can comn 
illustration, and an origin 
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himself, but which, it may be hoped, will 
induce those to listen, who feel no interest 
in the subject for its own sake. I should 
never blame any one for giving the pre- 
ference to preaching of this kind, where 
circumstances allow him to make a choice. 
But there is great danger of carrying this 
preference too far, and especially with a 
mind like yours, so capable of appreciating 
and enjoying the advantages in question. 
I need not to spend a moment in 
arguing with you, either that preaching is 
an ordinance of Divine appointment, or 
that pastors and teachers are to be con- 
tinued in the church, for " the perfecting of 
the saints, and for the work of the ministry," 
to the end of time. The persons who are 
thus employed must have a fitness for the 
work, and they are bound to ''give at- 
tendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
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think thrt ndthing can justify ihe c 
ef any ^ A»t 1» in h™. or which ) 
poBsibly Bcqnire, aiid bring to bear 
elucidation rf the Divine word. 
1 'Km. W. 18-10.) But there i 
talent, and the diligent cultivatioi 
Ota, independently of the peculiar 
tiona to wWch I have alluded. The 
Paul haa deHnMted the eharaetm 
tial to a preacher of tiie gaepei j 
know you admit that whew thia U i 
nothing whatever can cwnpeiMate 
j^^on^v Nndiei would TOU I 
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ent terms of adventitious embellishments. 
(See 1 Cor. i. 17; ii. 1 — 4.) We cannot 
suppose that St. Paul was insensible to the 
charms of oratory ; and he was often called 
to preach where these might have seemed 
peculiarly desirable. The refined Athe- 
nians, and the voluptuous Corinthians, 
were likely to admire them. But he 
seems to have dreaded every thing that 
could, in the least degree, withdraw the 
attention of his hearers from the grand and 
simple truths which he preached, or lead 
them to imagine that men were to be con- 
verted by the art of persuasion merely. 
And, my dear friend, do you not see 
reason to question the strength of your 
attachment to the truth itsel( when your 
pleasure in hearing it depends so entirely 
on the manner in which it is delivered ? 
It is not a sign of a keen and healthy 



but to the hungry soul every bittei 
sweet." You know the blessing pro 
on them "that hunger and thi 
righteousness." And the Saviour I 
fuUy explained this elsewhere, n 
speaks of eating his flesh, and 
his blood, John vi. 48 — 58. 

I readily allow, that the most 
and interesting truths may be pre: 
a dull and spiritless way, but if, 
such a garb, they excite no intei 
yield no satisfaction, I do thii 
state of mind is neither safe noi 
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lency of the knowledge of Him ?** Or what 
eommunion have you with those, to whom 
"His name is as ointment poured forth?" 
Ah, my friend, when you are admiring the 
beauties, or enumerating the names of 
those whom you love to hear, bring home 
to yourself the searching questions which 
Paul employed, while he repudiated the 
partiality even of those who gave the 
preference to himselfl Was cruci- 
fied for you ? or were you baptised in the 

name of ? Is it really honouring the 

Saviour to receive the truth concerning 
him only when it is " as a lovely song of 
one that hath a pleasant voice, and can 
play well on an instrument," while the 
faithful servant of the Redeemer, who, it 
may be, is " rude in speech, yet not in 
knowledge," whom his Master graciously 
accepts, and to whom he will give a crown 
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mind me of your unalterable ai 
to evangelical doctrine, and th 
whom you admire, are well knoM 
warm and zealous advocates. Sti 
repeat, is it really the truth that ^ 
pleasure ? And in order to asce 
point, consider what are the eff 
duced upon your mind when you 
pleased and excited? Do you 
to your closet to rigid self-ex 
and earnest prayer ? Does Chr 
more precious, sin more hateful 
you more deeply humbled und( 
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racter and promises ? And do you find it 
the most congenial employment to turn 
these recollections into supplication, or by 
believing meditation to make them more 
entirely your own ? Or does your mind 
dwell rather on the preacher ? and as one 
and another eloquent passage occurs to 
your memory, may not the whole effect be 
summed up in increased attachment to him, 
and a desire to hear him often again? 
You know I would not give you unneces- 
sary pain, yet from your own description of 
your feelings on such occasions, I cannot 
help thinking that the same graces of 
language and vigour of intellect displayed 
in a lecture on poetry or astronomy, would 
have afforded you precisely the same degree 
of satisfaction. Ah, my dear friend, examine 
yourself honestly and impartially. Do this 
as if the valley of the shadow of death were 
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and no earthly sound, not ever 
of your beloved minister, can 
<' closing ear— endeavour to reali 

see if you have such a hold of tl 
of the cross as would enable ; 
say, ** Thy rod and thy staff tl 
me." But supposing you are real 
that preaching which affords y< 
it is comparatively seldom tfa 
i meet with all that combination 

a preacher which is requisii 
enjoyment You make conscie; 
of attending the means of 
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to be pleased, or at once resign yourself to 
the patient endurance of a task, when you 
see the pulpit occupied by one who does 
not reach your standard of excellence? 
It is grievous to think how you may sit 
unblessed, and depart dissatisfied, while 
others have had a sacred feast, and drawn 
water ** with joy out of the wells of salva- 
tion." 

There is, however, yet another evil 
attendant on the indulgence of this fasti- 
dious taste. And having already written 
with so much freedom, will you bear with 
me while I go on to point that out also. 
Do you not think that a spirit of selfishness 
is engendered ? or, at least, a disregard to 
the spiritual wants of others ? These un- 
adorned and simple statements of truth* 
which are mere monotony to you, are 
perhaps the best adapted to benefit and 
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[* in contemplating the graci 

f; the gospel, and accompany! 

ration of that gospel with dl 
the conversion of the careless 
solation of the sorrowful. Ii 
truths which he is called 
minister must address varioi 
hearers. He may even occasl 
a whole sermon to the youi 
aged, to the self-righteous, 
sliding. And at such time 
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exhibited, it may always afford instruction 
and pleasure to one who ardently loves it. 
Where the advancement of the Saviour's 
cause is eagerly desired, the mind will be 
engaged in delightful communion with him, 
as well as in sympathy with those holy 
beings who rejoice over every sinner that 
repenteth. It will go along with the 
preacher in all his addresses to the heart 
and conscience of the impenitent, as it 
were " travailing in birth" for. them, with 
intensity of desire, that "Christ may be 
formed in them." A heart thus enlarged, 
will exult in the triumphs of the cross 
wherever they have been achieved ; and 
mourn, also, with a deep and personal con- 
cern, over the wretchedness of all who 
are " without God in the world." I know 
you are a subscriber to a Missionary 
Society, yet it has grieved me to observe 
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looking so much to the creature, and 
cherishing habits of self-indulgence, rather 
than earnest desires for the advancement 
of the Redeemer's cause. And depend 
upon it, if these exercises are sincere, you 
will come to understand the inspired de- 
scription of what is prepared for those who 
truly "love the habitation of God's house." 
He will " bring you to his holy mountain, 
and make you joyful in his house of 
prayer." You may still have much 
conflict with a spirit so long permitted 
to reign uncontrolled ; but if you will 
receive the truth as a little child, I am 
sure you will experience a blessedness, in 
comparison with which the highest plea- 
sures of intellect or imagination are not 
worthy to be named. 

Yours affectionately, &c. 
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TO THB MOTHER OP A LARGB Pi 
INVOLVED IN WORLDLY CARES, < 

op an inpant. 

Dear Mrs. ■ 

I NEED scarcely assure yoi 
deeply sympathised with yoi 
of distress ; and as it is not 
to see you, I trust you will 
few lines instead of a visit. 
<.--v.^« ♦Viof rtrpvails in you 
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tion of these sufferings, so recently wit- 
nessed, is almost as painful as the loss you 
have sustained. But how consoling is the 
thought, that he will never suffer again ! 
and though his struggle with disease was 
both protracted and severe, how much 
greater would have been the amount of 
suffering likely to be endured, had he been 
spared to arrive at manhood ! You have 
had such a lesson on the exceeding sin- 
fulness of sin, and such a taste of its bitter 
fruits, as were never presented to you be- 
fore. But have you not also found the 
preciousness of the Saviour, brought home 
to your own bosom, with new and ten-fold 
interest? To think how much harder 
was the struggle He endured on behalf 
of that dying infant ; to reflect how He 
took the little children in his arms, and 
blessed them ; to be assured that, through 
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soothe your mind, and mak 
a messenger of love, sent 
babe you so fondly cberishi 
loved him better, and ci 
happier, than even his moth 
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them to he in the hour of sorrow and death. 
I well know how you are situated, amidst 
a young family, with business also to 
attend to ; and I am aware how difficult 
it is to prevent domestic cares from en- 
grossing all our time, and every thought. 
But Jesus himself knows all this, and yet 
he says to you, and to me, ** Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness." 
You have seen how useless and unavailing 
were all your eflforts, when the hand of 
death was permitted to smite. And in 
your busiest moments, when the sounds of 
health and joy are loudest in your dwelling, 
when the greatest variety of active duty 
demands your attention, at that very mo- 
ment death is as certain and as dreadful 
as when he was committing his ravages 
before your eyes* " One thing is needful," 
then, quite as much as when in the 
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furnish a solid support for the mind, when 
summoned from the accustomed scene of 
labour, to enter an unknown eternity. 

Here you see how vastly important it 
is, not only to be seriously in earnest about 
the soul, but to have clear and correct 
views of the way of salvation. God is 
revealed as " delighting in mercy." " He 
healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth 
up their wounds." But in a time of dis- 
tress, you would never think of asking 
help from an entire stranger, however kind 
he was said to be ; still less would you be 
inclined to send for one who had just cause 
of displeasure against you. What you 
want just then, is a friend whom you have 
long known, and one who you are 
assured is cordial and friendly with you. 
Now, it is impossible to find any real 
consolation, or really to put confidence in 
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have " provided things honest in the sight 
of all men ; with quietness you have 
wrought and eat your own bread ; guiding 
the house, and giving none occasion to 
the enemy to speak reproachfully." Mea- 
sured by such precepts, who can say that 
you are found wanting ? But these pre- 
cepts are only a part of that law, which 
is " exceeding broad." The first and great 
commandment is, "Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God, with all thy heart, with all 
thy mind, and with all thy strength.** 
" Love is the fulfilling of the law." My 
friend, think me not too harsh and uncom- 
promising, when I ask you if it is love to 
God that has prompted your persevering 
diligence ? Has he, as your best Benefac- 
tor, occupied the highest place in your 
affections, so that while " not slothful in 
business,** you have endeavoured to be 
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to you in his word, while it lay unopened 
and disregarded. Think especially of 
Him, " who his own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree,** and ask if any 
** works of righteousness" that you have 
done, could be acceptable, while he was 
despised and rejected, and "the things that 
perish in the using" were preferred to bless- 
ings which he purchased with his blood. 
Such an exercise, my dear friend, is painful 
and humbling, but be assured it is salutary. 
It must produce a deep feeling of shame 
to be convicted of ingratitude to the 
kindest Friend, and disregard of the tender- 
est love. But the Holy Spirit, whose 
office is to convince of sin, is also called 
the Comforter ; and none can tell but 
those who have experienced it, what true 
and solid comfort is connected with 
genuine repentance. 
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You are not singular in pleading the 
want of time as an excuse for neglecting 
the concerns of the soul. Multitudes are 
doing so, who will employ the endless 
duration of eternity in lamenting their sad 
miscalculation. But there are also many 
as deeply involved in care as yourself, 
who " esteem the words of God's mouth 
more than their necessary food.** There 
are mothers who find that half an hour, 
secured in the morning for reading a small 
portion of Scripture, and turning it into 
prayer, so strengthens and enlivens them, 
that the labours and crosses of the succeed, 
ing hours, if not more quickly, are at least 
far more pleasantly and successfully en- 
dured. Such persons know what is meant 
by rejoicing in God's name all the day, 
acknowledging him in all their ways," 
and being in his fear all the day long. 
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that you may in future be able to say, 
" God is my refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble ; therefore will I 
not fear, though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried into the 
midst of the sea." Surely such a state of 
well-grounded confidence, such an abiding 
serenity of mind, is itself a blessing of 
inestimable value. But more than this, 

• 

^t is a pledge and foretaste of that perfect 
bliss into which your beloved child has 
entered, and whither, I trust, you will pre- 
pare to follow him. That God may ulti- 
mately wipe away all tears from your eyes, 
is the prayer, ray dear friend, of 

Yours, &c. 
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TO A PERSON WHO HAS HAD MANY A 
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My dear Friend, 

It is matter of frequent regre 
that the duties of my own fan 
fine me so much, as to prevent 
seeing you, and others also, esp( 
times of affliction. Be assured. 
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it is the health of your soul about which I 
am chiefly anxious. Indeed, I look upon 
your case as one of no common interest. 
You have been visited with severe and 
repeated strokes, and that in rapid succes- 
sion. However, it is not my wish to 
agitate your mind by calling up the recol- 
lection of these ; my purpose rather is, to 
present to you the inquiry, " What bene- 
ficial effect have afflictions produced upon 
your character ? " You readily admit that 
these trials came from the hand of God ; 
and I am persuaded you will not deny that 
there is an obvious meaning in such dis- 
pensations of his providence — a lesson to 
be taught by them, which it is the duty of 
his creatures submissively to learn. This 
consideration adds an importance and so- 
lemnity to circumstances of this kind, far 
beyond their own mournful interest. It 
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vias the complaint of an ancient prophel 
iigainst some in his day, " Loid, when lb; 
liand is hfted up, they will not see." Now 
my dear friend, will you aeriously asl 
yourself, whether there is any ground fo 
this complaint against you P Did you eve 
heartily acknowledge, and humble yourae] 
under, the hand of Him that smote youP o 
implore of Him effectually to teach yoi 
what he would have you to learn from thi 
iufllctioDS of his rod? (See Job sxxii! 
J4 — 33.) " Surely it is meet to b 
s^d unto God, I have borne chastisement 
I will not offend any more : that which 
see not teach thou me i if I have doni 
iniquity, I will do do more," Job ssxii 
31, 32. Has such a prayer been youra 
If it has, was it only offered under thi 
first impulse of recent sonow ; oi was i 
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by an honest fulfilment of the promise it 
includes ? I am sure you will not repel 
this as an impertinent question. Regard 
it as an expression of affectionate concern 
for your real happiness ; and though I 
demand not an answer to it, conscienqe 
will allow that you are bound to give it 
such attention as God himself has called 
for, in his various dealings with you. 

But the word " iniquity" sounds harshly 
in the ear of one who has suffered much, 
and who asks consolation rather than 
reproof. Still, however, we must call 
things by their right names. And what 
were the ** two evils * committed by the 
Jews of old, which were of such magnitude 
as compelled Jeremiah to exclaim, " Be 
astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be 
horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith 
the Lord ? " The explanation follows — 
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tion to " taste and see that He ia good ?" 
The various characters, and attributes too, 
by which he reveals himseltaie peculiarly 
adapted to via the confidence, and meet 
the necessities, of the weary and the sor- 
rowful. He is "a Father of the fatherless ; 
he healeth the broken in heart, and 
bindeth up their wounds; he is the Father 
of mercies, and the God of all consolation." 
Suppose this description had been written 
for you alone, Gould any thing have been 
made more entirely suitable to your par- 
ticular circumstances? And yet, I fear, you 
are still turning away &oin the compassion- 
ate voice that says, " Seek ye my face." I 
fear you have continued vunly to cling to 
broken cisterns after all. In plain words, 
you have not been induced, by all that has 
befallen you, to seek supreme happiness 
and untailing comfort in God alone. And 
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enter an unknown state, without any hope 
of meeting a friend in Him, whose glory is 
the only sun that brightens heaven itself? 
Ah, my dear friend, if you were able to 
think in those alarming moments, you 
must have felt, that the care of the soul 
should have been your chief concern, that 
it is the greatest folly to prefer momentary 
pleasure to the hope of eternal blessed- 
ness, and that faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ (that oft-repeated yet despised 
word) was really the only thing in the 
whole universe of essential moment for 
you to possess. Whether these were 
your thoughts or not, you would, I am 
sure, have been ready to admit that they 
were perfectly rational for one whose life 
was in danger. Well, my dear friend, are 
they less seasonable now, when you 
are cheered by the delightful sensations 
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thoughts have been awakened, guard and 
cherish them as a most precious treasure, 
and as the only method of perpetuating 
and securing them, cast yourself at once at 
the feet of the blessed Redeemer. His own 
command b, " Look unto me, and be ye 
saved." Look unto Him, then ; tell Him how 
you have resisted many strokes that should 
have laid you at his feet before, tell Him 
how your heart is likely to deceive you, by 
forgetting all again ; mention at a throne of 
grace all your hinderances and difficulties, 
and then, remembering that he is "able to 
save unto the uttermost," say, " Lord, save 
me, or I perish." While He "sitteth upon 
his throne, he saith. Behold, I make all 
things new." The promise of the new 
covenant, (besides &e forgiveness of sins,) 
is this, "I will put my laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts." 
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and conversation as I know to be unsuit- 
able to Christian character — ^if I were to 
practise these things, what difficulties I 
should meet with, and what remarks would 
be made!" I would say, in reply, 

" Take his easy yoke, and wear it ; 
Love will make obedience sweet." 

Resign yourself to his disposal, and you 
will find that " his commandments are not 
grievous," when his love is shed abroad 
in the heart, by the Holy Spirit given 
unto us. But even with your present 
views of such things, my dear friend, is 
not your chambier your own ? And now, 
while still in part confined to it, have you 
not a most favourable opportunity for 
commencing the habit of regular devo- 
tional retirement? Do you not claim 
the privilege of acting for yourself in 
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you wish to benefit to the utmost of your 
power. Think what would be the happi- 
ness of at least trying to " guide their feet 
into the way of peace ;" whereas, by yield- 
ing to any influence that would hinder your 
own feet from walking in that way, oh 
dreadful thought! you are accelerating their 
progress in the broad road that leadeth 
unto destruction. Remember, a dying day 
will really come ; and ponder those solemn 
words, " He that being often reproved 
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be 
destroyed, and that without remedy." But 
" I hope better things of you, and things 
which accompany salvation, though I thus 
speak.** Only, in taking leave, let me 
solemnly remind you, that I have no right 
to indulge any such hope, except, without 
delay, you seek the Lord. 

I remain, &c. 




Dear Sib, 

accustomed sekt 
was led to inqutn 
sence. Aod the 
friend who had 1 
lipa, vaa one nhi 
dbttess. You sa 



LETTER XVII. 185 

draw yourself altogether, even from their 
public assemblies." There might be the 
shadow of reason in this proceeding, if 
your attendance were of necessity to 
identify your character with that of any 
fellow-worshipper. But this it b needless 
to controvert ; for you are perfectly aware, 
that no one will think the worse of you, 
though the most consummate hypocrite 
should sit by your side. 

But you say, " My confidence in gospel 
doctrines is shaken by these inconsisten- 
cies. I see that religion has done no good 
to its professors, and therefore I may just 
as well neglect it." I grant at once, that 
if a man declares himself a Christian, you 
have a right to expect that he shall 
exemplify the precepts of Christianity. 
This expectation is not only fair and ra- 
tional in itself, but the Scriptures represent 
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the Inle bcliPver as a " Eemple 
Holy Spirit," "a living epistle of 
known and read of all men." I Itii 
cannot deny tliat some such are 
found ; and if only one exlsU in th< 
there is a visible proof that God's 
true. But supposing it really to I 
misfortune, that you have never m 
any one who answered this descrii 
man's prevailing wicliedness to thi 
credit on the Divine testimony ? 
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one tittle of the law to fail." If tl 
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Him " who cannot lie," it would 
you to meet his presumption wit! 
nant resistance. But who are thi 
sons whose example has wrough 
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own judgment, hypocrites ; deceivers, 
whose professions are proved by theii 
practice to be insincere ? Even if there 
were no reaUtj in true reli^on, the cha- 
racters in question openly declare their 
belief in its reality. Whether, therefore, 
it is real or not, their inconsistency with 
their own declarationa is manifest. Would 
you trust such people with your property, 
youT reputation, or any thing else that 
you Talue ? And will you, on the ground 
of conduct so worthless, do that which 
amounts to making God a liar? Mai. ii. 
17 ; iu. 13— I5i 1 John v. 10. 

Important, however, as practical testi- 
mony is in this matter, and deeply la- 
mentable as it is, that you should have 
failed to obtidn it, yet, blessed be God, we 
are not left to any evidence connected 
with deceitful human nature. That same 
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25. These characters are strongly repro- 
bated, and their danger is pointed out. 
If, therefore, such persons are to be met 
with in the visible church, at the present 
day, should not this circumstance be re- 
garded as confirming, rather than weaken- 
ing, the credit of the written word ? That 
word was written for all ages, and for all 
countries ; and if in any age or country 
there were no false brethren to be found, 
would not one portion of Scripture state- 
ment appear, to say the least, superfluous ? 
There is a beautiful harmony in the sacred 
volume, and there can be no incongruity in 
its several parts; and yet we find, that this 
criminality of turning away from instruc- 
tion, (Prov. xiii. 13, 18; Jer. xxxii. 31 — 
83,) and that of wearying the Lord with 
hypocritical, heartless services, (Psa. 1, 
16—21 ; Jer. vii. 4 — 16,) are denounced 
with equal precision. 
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should have influenced you in forming 
hasty and erroneous concluMons. There 
are those who say, when a professed 
Christian is worthy of reproach, " Aha, so 
would we have it I" Some will go farther j 
and when heavy trouble has weakened the 
Christian's strength and spirits, will assume 
the guise of kindness, thus throwing him 
off his guard, in order to find materials for 
cruel slander. David met with enemies 
of this description, (Psa. xli. 6,) and Jere- 
Biiah " heard the defaming of many, feu 
on eiery side. Report, say they, and we 
vill report it. All my familiars watched 
for my halting, aayii^ Peradventure he 
will be enticed, and we shall prevail against 
him, and we shall take our revenge on 
him," Our Lord himself endured much 
of thb ungenerous treatment, though at 
last his pitiless judge was forced to 
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still. While you are reporting, it may be 
magnifying, a solitary departure from the 
line of duty, you know not the pungent 
sorrow, the agonizing grie^ because God*s 
cause has been dishonoured, the earnest 
prayer that your soul may not be injured, 
which the offender, perhaps, at that very 
moment, is pouring out before the throne 
of grace. 

But be honest to yourself. While you 
employ this excuse, to justify yourself 
before men, God knoweth your heart. 
And is your own conscience satisfied with 
the reasoning of your lips ? I am sure it is 
not. You do not act so in the common 
affairs of life. If you were offered a lu- 
crative situation, would you refuse it, be- 
cause it had once been filled by a man 
who proved unfaithful ? There is not one 
department of trade or business, which has 
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not furnished examples of unjust dealii 
but does this prevent any one from 
gaging ID these various callings ? To 
such questions, is almost a waste of woi 
where temporal interest calls, you are 
so eadlj deceived. What, then, is 
true reason, that, after so many year^ 
tendance, you forsake the sanctuaryF . 
my friend, is it not because, when ; 
were found within its walls, you w 
"detained before the Lord?" Did } 
not secretly say of its services, " Whi 
weariness is it .' and when will the sabb 
begone?" Were you not compelled 
hear that, which condemned your fovoui 
pursuits, and spoiled the relish of yi 
chosen enjoyments? Well, you have 
tained your object ; you have added i 
Lord's^lay to the days of the week, ajid tl 
gained more time for canial gratificatic 
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you have " turned away your ears from 
the truth," and thus you avoid the reproof 
that interfered with sinful pleasures. But 
are you, in reality, more secure ? Is your 
danger lessened, by refusing to hear of it ? 
Oh, ia it not rather awfully increased ? 
For it is not the Divine threatenings only, 
which you are treating with contempt, 
these were accompanied by the invitations 
of mercy. You had the offer of a Iree 
and full forgiveness ; the way of recon- 
ciliation was set open before you, even 
though an " enemy in your mind, and by 
wicked works." Be thankful that this 
way is open still. The doors of the sanc- 
tuary are not closed against you, and 
neither is the Saviour's heart — "yet there 
is room." Be not satisfied, without an ac- 
tual experiment for yourself of the good 
old way, " the way of holiness." Seek to 
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TO A YOUNG LADY OP INTBLLBCTUAL CHA- 
RACTBR, AND HIGHLY CULTIVATBD MIND. 

My dear Mary, 

The remembrance of the hours we have 
spent together, is very sweet to me ; and I 
have thought of you so much, that I can 
no longer be satisfied without giving some 
expression to my feelings of interest and 
regard for you. I have marked from 
childhood the progress of your mind. And 
while so many around you are wholly 
engaged in frivolous pursuits, I am de- 
lighted to observe that you follow a dif- 
ferent course. The cultivation of your 
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stupendous, are here presented to you in 
exbaustless variety. And with a dispo- 
sition like yours, to admire the beauties of 
creation^onnecting them, as you do, with 
the glorious character of the Creator — you 
possess a treasure of delight which the 
wealth of worlds cannot confer on the un- 
thinking and the vain. But beware, my 
dear Mary, of considering religion as only 
one of many noble and exalted themes. 
I know that in theory you would not do 
so; but yet I can see there is danger 
that, practically, such an idea should steal 
into your mind. The evidences of Chris- 
tianity, the glories of the Saviour's cha- 
racter, deserve and require the most stu- 
dious contemplation ; but do not regard 
them as subjects for contemplation only. 
Angelic minds explore and search into 
them with unabated, untiring interest.- 
But you are not an angel, and, in short. 
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he Scriptures, as sketched in the require- 
nents of the decalogue, explained and 
implified in the precepts of the gospel. 
To what purpose is it that this obtains 
roar hfghest admiration, if it does not 
lecome the standard and the pattern of 
'our own character? Universal holiness, 
inmixed sincerity, entire devotedness to 
he will of the Lawgiver — these are the 
mly legitimate evidences that your heart 
ipproves the precepts you admire. Now, 
lo not tell me that you shrink from this 
ipplication of them, because you cannot 
ttand such a test. To this test you must 
inally be brought ; and why refuse to come 
o it now ? Because it will compel you to 
nake admissions that are deeply morti- 
ying ; and to appropriate doctrines which 
rou would gladly repel. It will make 
^ou occupy, not the seat of an enrapt 
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by his miracles ; and the perfection of his 
humanity displayed in tenderness, sym- 
pathy, and friendship. Will it at all sub- 
tract from this rational pleasure, to pursue 
the subject with a deep persuasion that 
your only hope of recovery from a state of 
ruin and degradation, is essentially con- 
nected with it? When you have sur- 
. veyed, and re-surveyed, the unimpeach- 
able qualifications of the Redeemer for 
His all-important work — ^will it distress 
you to feel, that " this is the Redeemer 
suited for me, a convicted transgressor ; 
and these qualifications are revealed to 
me, that I may commit my soul into his 
hands, to be transformed into that very 
image of perfection displayed in Himself?" 
Who has the most exquisite delight, the 
man who coldly expatiates on the symme- 
try of a statue, or he who, with all the 
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Study the book of God with a realizing 
application of its truths to yourself ; and 
while it will quicken your relish for all 
other intellectual joys, you will learn to 
sympathize with that accomplished scholar, 
who counted ** all things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ." 

But let me not deceive you* There is 
another peculiarity in that matchless vo- 
lume of which I am speaking. While a 
believing appropriation of its truths will 
produce the enjoyments to which I have 
referred, it is not by unaided study, it is 
not by strength of intellect, that such a 
result can be attained. The more deeply 
these truths are pondered, and the more 
closely you investigate your own impres- 
sions from them, the more feelingly will 
you have to confess, that "the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit* 
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you, in such a manner that love will take 
the place of apathy, and animate with 
ardent affection the heart once insensible 
to His claims. This Teacher only waits 
your call ; yoiu: humble confession of 
dependence on His aid. He indited the 
Scriptures you peruse ; so that while you 
hold the volume in your hand, you have 
a pledge of his ability and his willingness 
to instruct. Then, while you pursue 
your other studies, with a pleasing con- 
sciousness that you have mental powers 
equal to the task, bear it ever in mind, 
that a heavenly influence must assist your 
inquiries after ** the wisdom that is from 
above ;** or else you will be painfully con- 
vinced, that those things which that in- 
fluence reveals to babes, are "hid from 
the wise and prudent." 

I think I hear you exclaim, " Whither 
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import and design. A refined taste, and a 
contemplative mind, enlarge your capability 
for enjoying and appreciating what " God, 
only wise," has been pleased to reveal. 
But refinement and the desire of quietude, 
can procure no exemption from the uni- 
versal duty of believing with the heart 
unto righteousness. And when the ap« 
proach of death shall prove that these 
are truly matters of personal concern, the 
highest degree of speculative acquaint- 
ance with them will £sul to afford any 
real comfort. 

Just one hint more, and I have done. 
While the cultivation of your own mind 
is worthy of all encouragement, beware of 
concentrating your efforts on this, as if it 
were their ultimate end. Your talents 
and advantages are the gifts of God ; but 
they are given to you only as to a steward, 
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TO A SABBATH-SCHOLAR, WHO HAS RBMOVBD 
TO A DISTANCB. 



My dear Anne, 

I WAS sorry you left without 

seeing me, so that I had no opportunity 
to take leave of you. You are little 
aware, perhaps, of the deep interest felt 
for you by those who have made you from 
childhood the subject of instruction and 
prayer. They feel, that the time of your 
removal from home is a very critical 
period in your history. You were early 
brought by your parents to the house of 
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possibly, be more apt to fall. I allude 
to the error of supposing, that a re- 
gular observance of Divine ordmances, 
is the Yrhole of religion. You are too 
well instructed to believe that ''a form 
of godliness** is sufficient to save, your 
souL And yet such is the force of 
example, and such the proneness of the 
human heart to rest in formal services, 
rather than cultivate spiritual affections, 
that, contrary to the convictions of your 
own conscience, you may be thus misled. 
Doubtless, there are multitudes around 
you, who ** have a name to live while 
they are dead." And you see them appa- 
rently satisfied with themselves, respected 
by others, and prosperous in the world. 
But do you see that their religion leads 
them to regulate their tempers, and sub- 
due their passions ; to " follow holiness ** 
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bility. Depend upon it, there is a reality 
in those Bible doctrines which you have 
learned. " If any man be in Christ, he 
u a new creature." " Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but the words of Christ 
shall not pass away." There are at the 
present moment those who " have passed 
from death unto life, who bring forth all 
the fruits of righteousness, and who work 
out their own salvation with fear and 
trembling." And though these persons 
are comparatively few, and the far greater 
number join to despise them, listen not to 
" the counsel of the ungodly ;" rather, " let 
God be true, and every man a liar." 

And do not think that a change of 
heart — a decidedly Christian character- 
is only desirable because life is uncertain, 
and death may be near. Supposing that 
life, and even youth and health, could be 
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forbidden fruit, that Eve was led into 
irretrievable sorron and transgression. 
Satan has been the tempter of her child- 
ren ever unce ; and not only so, but be 
employs them to tempt one another. Be- 
vrare of those "who call evil good, and 
good evil." Whoever tries to excuse or 
palliate what b ^nful— whoever would 
persuade you to look upon either duty 
or crime, in a different light from that 
which Scripture throws around them— 
whoever would weaken youi tqiprehen- 
slons of right and wrong — that person, 
however agreeable, however admired and 
courted by othep. Is no better than an 
agent of the great deceiver. Be assured, 
that no individual can have any real 
esteem or respect for you who, in any 
way, tries to lead you into sin. To refer 
again to our first mother, she fell through 
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God, doth not commit sin ; for Hb seed 
remaineth in him, and he cannot sin, 
because he is born of God.** (See the 
whole passage, 1 John iii. 1 — 10.) That 
you may thus be preserved, by the pos- 
session of a vital, holy principle, is the 
best wish that can be expressed for you 

by 

Yours, &c. 
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TO ONK WHO HAD BEBN A SABBAT 
WHO HAS NOT ONLY LBPT THB S 
HAS AXMOST BNTIRBLY FORSAKEN 
OP OOD. 

Mt deab touno Friend, 

I HAVE long wished for a few 
of leisure, which I might spend i 
to you, if indeed you have not < 
gotten me. It looks as if, at I 
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place of worship, or seeking the acquaint- 
ance of those who fear God, in whatever 
circle they were to be found. This, how- 
ever, I am painfully convinced, is not the 
case ; and, yourself being judge, is there 
any thing in your habitual conduct to 
distinguish you from those who never 
were taught '* the way of the Lord" at all ? 
It cannot be that the lessons of your 
childhood are entirely gone from your 
memory ; neither is it possible you can 
doubt the kind intentions of those who 
taught you. How is it, then, that as soon 
as you could act for yourself, you forsook 
the house of God, and began to walk 
altogether after the course of this world ? 
There is one reason, which I feel very 
delicate in mentioning, and yet I think it 
important to do so. Your parents sent 
yuu to the Sabbath-school, and insisted 
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if you eagerly seize upon their conduct as 
an excuse for your own, are you not 
doubly guilty, on account of your superior 
knowledge ? Far from being thus " over- 
come of evil," you should have tried to 
" overcome evil with good.** You see 
your parents pressed with many cares, 
incessantly engaged in toiling for "the 
meat that perisheth." You see, too, that 
under cares and troubles they have no 
effectual consolation. God is not their 
"refuge and strength;" his statutes are 
not their " song in the house of their pil- 
grimage ;" their labour is never sweetened 
by the hope of endless rest. Now, would 
it not be delightful, in return for all their 
tenderness to you, if you could show them 
where true comfort may be found ? In- 
stead of deserting Christian worship, could 
you not prevail on them sometimes to 
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home, and to requite their parents, for that 
is good and acceptable before God.** I 
would have you seriously to consider, how 
great a blessing you might be to your 
fathei^s family. By a meek and modest, 
yet persevering attention to the means of 
grace, you would materially benefit not 
your parents alone ; as you are their eldest 
child, your example could not fail to have 
a powerful influence on your younger 
brothers and sisters. You could free them 
from the false impressions, which are now 
so dangerous to yourself, by letting them 
see, that you at least did not think reli- 
gious services suitable for childhood only : 
whereas, by the course you are pursuing, 
you are already making them feel as if it 
were a task and a hardship to attend the 
sabbath-school, while you are at liberty 
to take your pleasure. Such feelmgs must 
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in encouraging yout present sad neglect 
of all that is good. It is not in yout 
ftther's house alone that you see uidiffer- 
ence to Divine things. He could say, 
with the utmost truth, "I am no worse 
than my neighbours.' Your early play- 
fellows now, like yourself, growing up to 
manhood, are all accustomed to "do their 
own ways, to find theu own pleasure, and 
to speali their own words," on God's holy 
day. In their company your lebure mo- 
ments are spent; and your companions in 
the workshop are of a similar description. 
While your hands are busy, your ears are 
open, and various conversation beguiles 
the hours. Conduct which God's word 
most plainly condemns, is spoken of as a 
harmless compliance with custom, if it is 
not even commended as gentlemanly, and 
worthy of imitation. Serious religion is 
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drawn aside, by attending to those only 
who set their Maker at defiance. When 
he "went into the sanctuary of God,** 
however, the snare was broken, for then 
he "understood their end." And so it 
would be with you, if you would try the 
same plan. The Lord's-day spent in the 
sanctuary, would be as a shield of defence 
to you through the week ; the torrent of 
influence and persuasion that is now con- 
tinually urging you, in one unvarying 
course of evil, would then be, at least 
occasionally, diverted into another chan- 
nel ; your mind would receive something 
to counteract the effect of unceasing in- 
tercourse with the ungodly and the vain ; 
the truths applicable to your peculiar cir- 
cumstances, which you now successfully 
banish from your recollection, would be 
seasonably repeated, and impressed anew 
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ate interest; and excite no surprise, but that 
of a jojiiil welcome. Yield tiien no longer 
to a reluctance whlcb wUl continually in- 
crease. Keep no longer at a distance 
from those who, in a time of adversity, 
would prove the reality and the worth of 
their friendship for you. If your present 
character, and your present associates, are 
not such as you would wish to remain with 
in death and in eternity, be persuaded, 
instantly and resolutely, to resume the 
habits you have abandoned. For if this 
be not speedily done, you will get alto- 
gether beyond the reach of friendly admo- 
nition i even the feeble remonstrances with 
which conscience aometiraes visits you, will 
cease ; you will have to encounter all the 
sorrows of life, " without Christ, having no 
hope, and without God in the world," — till 
the alarming prospect of an eternal world 
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THE END. 
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